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HAPPENINGS
NOVEMBER 2007 NUMBER THREE

From Our Rabbi

I meant it …

…when I told the congregation on the Eve of Yom
Kippur that I was sincerely sorry for anything wrong I
have said or done to you that may have offended you
or hurt your feelings. Many people have told me how
much they appreciated the message of how hard, yet
how important, it is to say “I am sorry.” 

The process of working out human relations
necessarily includes clear communication and the
understanding from both parties about the nature of
any offense as well as of intentions and motivations.

At our October Board meeting we reviewed the
membership survey results. As Carol shared in her
bulletin letter and as you will see for yourself, the
results were overwhelmingly positive and indicated a
high level of support and satisfaction on the part of
the membership with what we are doing at the
Temple. 

Admittedly, there is always room for improvement.
With that being said, the best way I know how to
make progress is for you to discuss your concerns
openly and frankly in person with a Board member or
myself. Only if you identify yourself, can we address
your specific concerns. Remaining anonymous is like
being a registered voter who refuses to vote and yet
complains about the administration. 

As I mentioned above and on Yom Kippur, I know
we are not perfect or above reproach. A survey that is
distributed every two years should not be your only
means of communicating your opinions to the Board
or me. I urge you to make the Board and/or me aware
of any complements, complaints, thoughts and
concerns you may have and not to rely on the member

survey alone. The Board and I are available year
round. I also urge you to do the same thing in all
aspects of your life. You will save yourself and others
much aggravation and make your relationships much
more productive and wholesome. 

Sincerely,

Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn

Our favorite “Rabbit” celebrates his 40th

birthday with our Sunday School students.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn
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WORSHIP HOURS
November 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

November 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Family Shabbat - Around the Campfire

November 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 p.m.
Krasne Scholar-in-Residence

Rabbi Richard F. Address
November 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

November 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed???
Yes! We are very pleased to offer an informal
program on Sunday mornings for our parents who
have children in Sunday School. Mark you calendar
for October 28, November 11 and December 9. It
will be a very informal format, and topics and
activities will be planned a few months at a time
until we get going. We will meet at a local coffee
shop in Brookside. Please call Margaret Lange at
816-350-3026 if you are interested in being added to
our e-mail list or if you have any questions.

Family Shabbat Around the
Campfire

Smell the campfire and taste the s’mores!

Remember s’mores, ghost stories around the
campfire, short sheeting beds! The fun of summer
camp! Summer camps are still with us and they are
as much fun as ever, aaaaaand they are JEWISH!!!!
Come and join us on Family Shabbat November 9
and have some fun around the camp fire, make
s’mores, do camp crafts and learn about Jewish
camp from some of our friends who have gone to
camp or have been counselors at camp. We will also
have some literature and DVD’s on some of the
camps in the Midwest. I look forward to seeing you
all then! 

Krasne Scholar In Residence

The New Reform Temple will be host to Rabbi
Richard F. Address for its Krasne Scholar in
Residence Program on November 16 and 17. Rabbi
Address serves as the director of the Union for
Reform Judaism’s Department of Jewish Family
Concerns. He is a renowned specialist on the subject
of the impact of merging medical technology on the
choices that confront today’s Reform Jews.

Friday night, November 16 at 8:00 p.m.
Reception following in the Uhlmann Social Hall

Living Longer Living Better:
Implication of the Longevity Revolution

Saturday morning, November 16
Continental Breakfast at 9:15 a.m.
Rabbi Address’ talk at 10:00 a.m.

Making Sacred Decision:
How Judaism Shapes our Views of

Emerging Medical Technology

THE NEW REFORM TEMPLE
7100 Main Street at Gregory
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Phone: 816-523-7809   Fax: 816-523-2454
E-Mail: nrt7100@aol.com
Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn

Board of Directors

Carol Barnett Tom Barnett
President Ann K. Baum

Barb Bloch
Herb Adler Ginny Epsten
First Vice President Judy Fudemberg

Adele B. Levi
Martha Atlas Edward Porter
Michael Braude Diana Resnick
Jack Mayer Diane Robinson
Vice Presidents John Spertus, M.D.

Steven Swartzman
Martha J. Atlas
Secretary Ann L. Darke

Paul Uhlmann, III
Gregg S. Davidson Past Presidents
Treasurer

Richard M. Levin     Arthur L. Stern     Paul Uhlmann Jr.
Life Directors
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From Our Program Director

We have started off the fall season on a run with
special programs, old favorites and some new ideas.
Our special family shabbat with Danny Maseng and
Yachad drew many families to our worship service.
We also had standing room only for the “Jewish
Soul Food” (Chinese) dinner after the service.

Be sure to plan ahead for these upcoming events:

Nov. 9 Family Shabbat Around the
Campfire

Dec. 4 Film Event - TBA
Dec. 7 Family Shabbat with Yachad at

Village Shalom
Jan. 15 Film - “West Bank Story”
Jan. 25 Food Night - Chocolate
Feb. 10 Nelson Atkins Tour - Through

Jewish Eyes
Feb. 22 Food Night - Sephardic
Mar. 18 Film - “Swimming at Auschwitz”
Mar. 28 What’s Jewish about Cheese and

Wine?
Apr. 6 A Jewish Tour of Kansas City
May 13 Film - “Hiding and Seeking”

If you have ay questions, please contact Margaret
Lange at 816-350-3026, or Co-Chairs: Diane
Robinson 816-210-3690, or Diana Resnick 816-
560-6565.

Margaret Lange
Program Director

Social Action Committee is
Collecting New and Gently-Used
Judaica

Our Social Action Committee is assisting emerging
Jewish Communities in Central and South America
as one of its areas of focus. Most of these
communities are extremely poor. Furthermore, the
Jews in these areas have no access to purchase
Judaica. These individuals greatly appreciate and
benefit from Judaica of all types. We are gathering
new and gently-used Judaica such as Shabbat candle
holders, menorahs, stars of David, chai, tallitot, art,
mezuzahs, dreidels and jewelry (the actual list is
unlimited) and distributing it to these communities.

It would be a great act of Guemilut Hassadim,
loving kindness, if you could participate in this
worthy project. As a way to support the Social
Action committee, we are asking for your assistance
and support. We would be grateful for your tax
exempt gift-in-kind of any form of Judaica. If you or
any of your family members are moving,
downsizing, or replacing existing Judaica, this is a
great way to ensure that your pieces of Judaica will
continue to be lovingly treasured for years to come.
Judaica may be sent to the Temple’s office.

If you would like someone to pick-up the Judaica,
please contact Diane Robinson at 816-210-3690 or
drobinson18@kc.rr.com. Cash contributions will be
used to purchase additional Judaica. Our collection
will continue through Chanukah. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Herb Adler,
Chairman of the Social Action Committee at
hadler1@hallmark.com or Diane Robinson.

Food Drive - Thank You!

We want to thank everyone who participated in this
year’s food drive with your donations of cash and
food items. The people at Community Linc were
thrilled with the two vans full of food they received
from us.

We Welcome the Following
New Temple Members!

Stephen Chick
Roger & Dana Holifield
Daniel, Erin, Abigail & Isabel Margolin
Marc & Janet Solomon
Brandon & Megan Turner
Peggy Wolf
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From Our Religious School

On Friday, Oct 5th, the youngest members of our
congregation celebrated consecration, their
introduction to Jewish education. Congratulations to
Ethan & Ridley Angrist, Joe & Nathan Barewin,
Dahlia Cukierkorn, Tyler Durwood, Evelyn
Freilich, Caroline Fromm, and David Swartzman.
This celebration was followed by a delicious
barbeque dinner in the Uhlmann Social Hall.
Teachers Kit Smith and Heather Ream were proud
watching their students sing the Shema. Fun things
are always happening in the PreK-1 grade class.
Food, arts and crafts, and music are the foundations
of this exciting program. 

We had a successful school supplies drive.
Community Linc appreciates these donations for
their families. CL will continue to be the recipient
of all our collections this year. The annual toy drive
will take place in December, hats and gloves in
January, and socks in April.

Students in grades preK-3 were treated to a
storyteller about bees. Students ate apples, challah,
and honey, and looked at dead bees after the story.
They really loved this activity. The storyteller will
return again for a Chanukah story.

Please remember, talk with your child’s teacher or
me before you bring a guest into the class. Some of
the classes are very large, and there are not enough
materials or even seats in the class. There will be no
classes on Sunday, November 25 due to
Thanksgiving.

Stop by and visit your child’s class any time. Great
things are happening at the NRT. 

Ann Brendle
Religious School Director

Storyteller time
Decorating the Sukkah

Consecration class making Torah pointers
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CONSECRATION CLASS OF 2007

Front row: Dahlia Cukierkorn, daughter of Denisse & Jacques Cukierkorn; Ridley Angrist son of Meredith
& Jonathan Angrist; Caroline Fromm daughter of Daniel Fromm & Suzannah Fromm. Back row: Joe &
Nathan Barewin, sons of Jenny Neill & Howard Barewin; Evelyn Freilich, daughter of Theresa & Bradley
Freilich; Tyler Durwood, son of Heidi & Keith Durwood; and Ethan Angrist, son of Meredith & Jonathan
Angrist. Not pictured: David Swartzman, son of Evelina & Steven.

November Birthdays

01 Ann Kander
02 Carol Bush
02 Seth Goldwasser
02 Aaron Rosenblum
02 Richard Rubenstein
02 Lexington Uhlmann
03 Michelle
Heidgerken
04 Barton J. Cohen
05 Steve Rose
05 Lisa Tucci
06 Brian Baum
06 Bert Benjamin
07 Gabrielle Bortnick
07 Charles Greenstein
07 Rachel Trout

08 John Goodman
08 Judy Shifrin
09 David Goodman
10 Charles Herman
10 Andrea Weisz
10 Jerry White
11 Ed Kander
12 Michael Fedotin
12 Chad Markey
12 Leonard Strauss
14 Tom Barnett
14 Paul Uhlmann Jr. 
15 Barbra Hill
15 Margaret Litan
15 Allen Parmet

16 Barbara Holzmark
16 Stacy Rainey
16 Paul Uhlmann III
17 Kate Berkley
17 Julia Davis
17 Ron Hill
17 David Kipke
18 Jerry Davidson
19 Nancy Batdorf
19 Denisse Cukierkorn
20 Elizabeth Gerson
20 Hannah Ream
21 Joshua Novorr
21 Marie Rosenblum
22 Taylor Klugman

23 Kathryn Frazen
23 Sarah Hoffmann 
23 Henry Marder
24 Amber Barnett
24 Skylar Brennan
24 Jessica Darke
24 Kevin Trout
25 Sandra Ashner
25 John Spertus
26 Tom Lefkovitz
27 Sara Honeck
27 Karen Rothstein
28 Sophia Porter
28 Erica Seligson
28 David Trout
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From Our President

Dear Fellow Members,

As you know, earlier this year, we sent out a
Membership Survey.  I am pleased to report that
we had approximately a 25% response; which as
far as survey replies are concerned, is a very
respectable number.  What we learned is that
overwhelmingly, our members gave good to
excellent ratings about all aspects of the Temple. 
Furthermore, several people noted areas in which
they’d like to be more involved.  If you haven’t
been contacted already, you will be contacted in
the very near future.  Involvement is always
encouraged and appreciated.  You will be
receiving a separate letter soon with the official
survey results.  As a side note, see all the
wonderful things the Programming Committee
(see the listing in the Newsletter) has in store for
us over the next several months…

Others took the liberty of making comments, as
we had asked, “anything else to share”.  Replies
varied all over the map, both positive and critical. 
The vast majority of these comments were upbeat. 
About the critical comments…what I have learned
through my 25+ years of professional life and 18+
years of “mom” experience is that nearly always,
when someone is unhappy/upset about a situation
or with another person, it is almost always due to
a breakdown in communication.  Every time,
when I have faced the person who has let upset
me or I have wronged, once I have confronted that
person, I learn, guess what, we had a
misunderstanding…and we resolve our
differences.  Granted, I haven’t had the courage of
my conviction to speak up every single time I
have felt misunderstood; but, guaranteed every
time I have done so, the disparity has been
resolved. Sure, it’s so much easier to complain to
others; however, at the end of the day, nothing
truly gets settled.  So here’s what I’m asking you,
on behalf of the Board and the Rabbi, if you have
a concern that you feel is not being addressed, I
highly encourage you to contact ANY Board
member, and especially myself, or the Rabbi. 
How else can we resolve a particular issue?  One
of the commitments I made as President of the

Temple was that you have my ear should you have
ANY suggestions or concerns to (and I quote
myself) “keep the Temple so awesome.”  So it’s
handy for you, I can be reached on my cell at 913-
706-3470; or, for those of you who are
electronically inclined: cbarnett@mmipromo.com

Carol Barnett
President

We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Following Contributions to The
New Reform Temple

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
by The Wally Foundation
by Mr. & Mrs. Roger Holifield

In Honor of Donald & Phyllis Brod’s Anniversary
by Mr. Herb Adler
by Mr. & Mrs. Irving Rubin

In Honor of Rabbi Cukierkorn’s Birthday
by Mr. Herb Adler
by Mr. & Mrs. Tom Barnett
by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bloch
by Mr. & Mrs. Bud Brown
by Dr. & Mrs. Michael Fedotin
by Ms. Joyce Fulps
by Mrs. DeeDee King
by Diane Krizek & Gene Bileski
by Mr. & Mrs. Walter Hiersteiner
by Mr. & Mrs. Vera Isenberg
by Mrs. Adele Levi
by Mr. & Mrs. Jay Menitove
by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Nachman
by Mr. & Mrs. Joel Resnick
by Ms. Diane Robinson
by Mr. & Mrs. Irving Rubin
by Mrs. Elaine Ryder
by Mr. & Mrs. Erwin Sackin
by Mrs. Caryl Siegel
by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Slegman
by Mr. & Mrs. Ira Stein
by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Stern

In Honor of Heidi & Howie Erenberg’s Wedding
by Dr. & Mrs. Gerry Erenberg
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In Honor of Gavynn Rainey’s Baby Naming
by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kuluva

To the Sally Valenti Children’s Fund
by Mr. & Mrs. Shane Johnson

To the Temple
by Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Margolin

In Memory of Eiran Abramof
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Cosner

In Honor of Harry Berlau’s Birthday
by Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Fleischer

In Honor of Donald & Phyllis Brod’s Anniversary
by Ms. Marian Berkowitz
by Mrs. Lester Duncan
by Ms. Eileen Garry
by Mr. & Mrs. Morton Mann
by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Nachman
by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Stern

In Honor of Eugene Brown’s Birthday
by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Nachman

November Anniversaries

01 Howie & Judith Boasberg
02 Wayne & Lisa Auer
02 Steve & Susie Jacob
02 Craig & Sonni Schuman
05 Cory & Kristine Spitcaufsky
08 Gene & Thelma Dreyer
09 Jason & Mary Gladstone
10 Tom & Lois Davidson
12 Ernest & Deborah Weinstein
14 Gardiner & Laura Davis
14 Dan & Melynn Sight
24 Jeff & Nancy Flora
26 Louis & Sandra Ashner
26 Steve & Ellen Unterman

History of Jewish Catholic
Relations

On Monday, November 5 at 7 pm, at St. Thomas
More Church, 11822 Holmes, the JCRB/JCA
presents Father Dennis McManus S.J., Associate
Professor of Theology at Georgetown University,
discussing the History of Jewish-Catholic
Relations. Father McManus is co-editor of a series
entitled, The Word Set Free: Preaching the
Lectionary Free of Anti-Judaism. He is also a
founding member of the board of the Institute for
International Criminal Investigation, which
examines forensic evidence of genocides world-
wide.

Melton to Host Haim Aronovitz

Gain insights into the past, present and future of
Israel as it approaches its 60th birthday. Haim
Aronovitz will offer a unique perspective on the
Jewish homeland in a program open to the
community, as well presentations geared toward
Melton students and alumni. Aronovitz is a
Florence Melton Adult Mini-school educator,
director of Melton Israel Seminars, and professor
at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Aronovitz will
be speaking at three sessions on November 26-27.
For more information, or to register for any of the
programs contact Jeff Goldenberg at the Dept. of
Adult Jewish Learning at 913-327-4647. To
register online, go to www.jcckc.org/adulted.

Genesis Program

“De-Stressing December: Making a Difficult
Month Less Stressful”. Come for lively discussion
and support at this free, informal group takes on
topics that affect interfaith families. Wednesday,
November 14 from 7-9 pm in the ASK Room. For
more information contact Tamara Schuster at 913-
754-2284 or tamaras@jewishkc.org.
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YAHRZEITS

"The memory of the righteous shall be for a blessing"

NOVEMBER 2
Kenneth Auer
Renee L. Baer
Lenore K. Bradley
Elizabeth Cohen
Julian Klein Davidson
Louise B. Dreyer
Elmer A. Ghertner
Margaret Gibson
Louis Granville
Jeanette Hurwitz
Anne Isenberg
Elliot Jacobson
Lillian Gordon Kohn
Emelie L. Levin
Saul Slegman

NOVEMBER 9
Mrs. H. Morton Helzberg
Dr. Florence Herman
Bessie Levy
Donald J. Loeb
Laura Lucas
Keith Pack
Lillian Mincer Rosenblum
Edna Rosenstock
Samuel T. Rothberg

NOVEMBER 16
David Alfie
Clayton Barnett
Irene Blender
David Cohen
Sarah Cukierkorn
Ann Fink
Sam Galamba
Barney Goodman
Howard Helzberg
Dorothy B. Horvitz
Louise G. Levitt
Louis Lotman
Sophie Woolf Ryder
John J. Ryder
Eli Seigel
Adele Shapiro
Harry B. Strauss

NOVEMBER 23
Roberto Alfie
Paul Alperson
Bernard H. Belzer
Richard Block
Anne Bodker
David Gessen
Stephanie Hoffman Jacobson
Herbert M. Krigel
James Philip Lazere
Margaret Strauss Lowenthal
Jay Rosenberg
Oscar Rosenblum
Bert Rosenthal
Robert L. Sanditz
Rheta Sosland
Helen M. Walker
Arnold Westheimer

NOVEMBER 30
Joseph Floret
Rose Floret
Dr. Edward B. Greenspan
Maxwell L. Levy
Bessie Rudd
Dr. Alexander Shifrin


