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HAPPENINGS
NOVEMBER 2009 NUMBER THREE

From Our Rabbi

Thanksgiving was first celebrated in America in
1621 by American pilgrims who wanted to show
thanks for their harvest. Most Jewish families
celebrate Thanksgiving the same way that non-
Jewish families celebrate Thanksgiving: namely,
with a wonderful holiday meal shared by family and
friends. Pleasant images of a roasting turkey,
delicious side dishes and pumpkin pie for dessert,
football on television, and a house filled with nice
smells, laughter, and conversation come to mind
when we think of Thanksgiving. The majority of
Americans don’t celebrate Thanksgiving with any
religious rituals.

What most of us don’t realize, however, is that
Thanksgiving is a holiday filled with Jewish themes.
Some historians even argue that the first
Thanksgiving meal was modeled after the
pilgrimage festival of Sukkot, which, coincidentally,
comes at the same time as the secular “fall harvest”
holidays. Giving thanks has always been an
important part of Judaism, from reciting blessings
after meals to thanking God for the creation of the
world and our many blessings in it. American Jews
are thankful for their acceptance into the safe haven
of American society, where we have become not
only accepted, but successful, prosperous, and
influential. 

Although it is perfectly fine to celebrate
Thanksgiving in a secular way, there are many ways
that American Jews can add a meaningful Jewish
component to their celebration. 

First, we can use this holiday as an opportunity to
perform mitzvot, or, good deeds. Giving tzedakah or
helping those less fortunate than ourselves is the
Jewish way to show our appreciation for our own
good blessings. The holiday of Thanksgiving time is

a perfect time to donate food to an organization that
fights hunger or to volunteer at a community charity
that provides a Thanksgiving dinner for the poor or
elderly.

A second way to add a Jewish element to our
Thanksgiving celebration is to treat the
Thanksgiving dinner as a festive meal similar to the
Passover Seder. Saying the Hebrew blessings over
the wine and bread and adding some words of Torah
combined with traditional American folk songs is a
way of linking the holiday to our Jewish heritage
and customs.

One more Passover custom is very appropriate at
Thanksgiving. At Passover, we recite in the
Hagaddah, “let all who are hungry come and eat.”
We can perform a wonderful mitzvah by inviting
someone to Thanksgiving dinner who doesn’t have
anywhere else to go and would otherwise spend the
holiday alone, or by inviting friends who are new to
America. Such new Americans will probably have a
lot to share about the blessings of this country that
we often take for granted.

I hope you will take the opportunity to incorporate
some of these ideas into our Thanksgiving holiday
this year to help show our appreciation to God for
the many blessings in our lives.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn
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WORSHIP HOURS
November 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

Family Shabbat Service
November 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

November 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

November 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

November 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bat Mitzvah - Sarah Epsten

Family Shabbat Service

Please join us for Family Service at 6:30 on
November 6. We are in for a real treat this week as
many of our children will participate in leading the
service. We are very excited also to feature some
special music. Roger Heidgerken will play a
trumpet solo for our opening song, and Charlie
Fromm will add a snare drum accompaniment to a
special version of the Mi Chamochah.  Following
service we will share a Pizza and Pasta dinner,
children $5 and adults $7. Please make your
reservation with the Temple office at 816-523-7809.

Play Rehearsal

Right after Sunday school on November 8, we will
have our first rehearsal of Chanukah Magic. Please
plan on staying for the rehearsal!  This is the time
when we will also measure you for your costume.
We will only have one other time to rehearse so this
is a real important run through. For a snack, I will
make my World Famous Killer Double Over the
Top Brownies. I’ll add a few healthy things like
cheese sticks, apples, etc. to round out the snacks. 

Lunch With The Rabbi

This month’s Lunch with the Rabbi has two
important topics on the agenda. First we will have a
discussion on the issue of health care and what, if
any, are the Jewish perspectives on this complicated
topic. We will also select some topics for future
discussion. Come and join us on Wednesday,
November 11 at noon and let your opinion be
heard! Lunch will once again be provided by
Mama’s 39th Street Diner through the generosity of
Michael Rosenblum. Please make your reservation
with the Temple office at 816-523-7809.

Save the Dates

December 4th: We will have a special guest
speaker. Rachel Amando Bortnick will take
us on a “Sephardic Journey” as she talks
about the history and culture of Sephardic
Judaism. Rachel was born in Turkey and has
since traveled the world in her efforts to
preserve the Ladino language and to share
her Sephardic heritage. Following the
service we will have a special Oneg Shabbat
featuring Sephardic food.

December 18th: Family service at Village
Shalom where we will perform Chanukah
Magic.

THE NEW REFORM TEMPLE
7100 Main Street at Gregory
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Phone: 816-523-7809   Fax: 816-523-2454
E-Mail: nrt7100@aol.com
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From Our Religious School

We are having a busy fall at the NRT. Eighth and
ninth graders spent the day at Wildwood on October
3rd. Team building/friendships were being built as
the students solved the mazes on the Challenge
Course. Free time continued to strengthen these
friendships as students fished, canoed (with a little
unexpected swimming), and played basketball. The
rabbi visited with the students as the day ended with
a lesson on community and a dinner of s’mores and
hotdogs. In exchange for attending the retreat, the
students last day of school will be March 14th.

Consecration was held for our new students on
October 2nd. The students stood up and sang the
Shema in front of their proud families as they
officially begin their formal religious education. 

Finally, students in grades 6,7,8,9 will visit an
exhibition at the JCC on November 1st. Curious
George, Saving the Little Brown Monkey: The True
Wartime Escape of Margret and H.A. Rey. This
collection of watercolor paintings and archival
images depicts the story of Curious George’s
creators and their escape from the Nazis' invasion of
France. “Saving the Little Brown Monkey” presents
a unique opportunity to introduce the Holocaust and
discussions about prejudice and discrimination in an
age-appropriate manner. 

Take time to enjoy the fall and the beautiful leaves.

Ann Brendle
Religious School Director

Wildwood Retreat 2009

Erica Holmes, Skylar Brennan, Grant Auer and Zoe
Honeck.

Sam Frazen, Sarabeth Barnett, Leah Cohon, and
Erica Levy.

Consecration 2009

Rabbi Cukierkorn with (l-r): Tate Angrist, Oliver
Helzberg, Benton Helzberg, Jack Coe, David Coe, 
Williams Copaken, and Sydney Siegel.
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From Our President

VOLUNTEER (vol-uhn-teer)
Noun:  A person who voluntarily offers himself

or herself for a service or undertaking.
Verb:  To offer oneself for some service or

undertaking.

Though we all know the definition of volunteer, my
thinking in this month’s newsletter is to put it “out
there” front and center to remind all of us that there
are plenty of opportunities to get involved at the
Temple.  I am confident that each of you has
something to offer in at least one area or another.  So
without further ado, below is a list of many of the
committees where we’re asking for your time and
talent:

Communication: The Communication Committee is
undertaking the critical task of updating our website
to make it far more interactive and bring it into this
millennium.  Input is needed from a creative and
what-would-draw-more-people-to-the-website
perspective.  One of our active members, John Laroe
has volunteered to spearhead the project, but would
appreciate help.  Contact Danny Slosburg at 913-
384-1157 (h) or dslosburg@royalaa.com

House:  The House Committee has year-round
ongoing projects to keep our facility in shipshape. 
Contact Barb Bloch at 913-579-6530 (c) or
klugmanbloch05@earthlink.net

Membership:  Our membership is hovering around
285 families.  We have room for up to 325.  Help is
needed in 2 main areas:  attracting perspective
members (especially families with religious school
age children) and forming a “welcome wagon”
group to bring new members into the fold.  Contact
Ginny Epsten at 816-519-4111(c) or
gepsten@gmail.com

Programming:  The Programming Committee is
responsible for organizing many of our events, 
whether it’s a special Shabbat, lunch with the Rabbi,
tours around KC or any other out-of-the ordinary
program.  Fresh ideas are always welcome.  Contact

Diana Resnick at 816-560-6565 (c) or
diana@dianaresnick.com

Religious Education:  Religious Education is all
about our Religious School.  Input is always
welcome on ways to keep enhancing our curriculum
or suggestions for extracurricular activities or
programs in our community to increase our
children’s Jewish education.  Contact Pattie Shostak
at 913-649-3662 (h) or markpattie@aol.com

Social Action:  The Social Action Committee is
abuzz with activities.  There are year-round
activities ranging from helping out at the Shalom
Geriatric Center to the KCPT auction to supporting
Community Linc.  Lots of fun and worthwhile
projects.  Contact Pat Stein at 913-400-3307 (c) or
patstein@kc.rr.com

Clearly, there’s plenty of opportunity to get
involved, build friendships, renew old ones, make a
difference in others’ lives, give back, be
creative...just like you know the definition of
volunteer, you know the reward of being one.

Tom Barnett
President

In September, the NRT hosted a book signing event
for Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn and Bill Tammeus on
the release of their new book, They Were Just
People.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Following Contributions to
The New Reform Temple

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
by Mr. & Mrs. Barnard H. Brown
by Mr. & Mrs. Barnett Helzberg, Jr.
By Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rainen

In Memory of Stephanie Mnookin’s Yahrzeit
by Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mnookin

In Honor of Richard Rubenstein’s Birthday
by Mr. Herb Adler

In Memory of Elaine Ryder
by Mr. & Mrs. Neil Sloman

In Honor of Evan Spitcaufsky’s Bris
by Mr. & Mrs. Cory Spitcaufsky

To the Sally Valenti Children’s Fund

In Memory of Mary Sloto
by Mr. & Mrs. Mark Davis

To the Temple
by Mr. & Mrs. Isadore Newman
by Mr. & Mrs. Brian Steinberg

In Honor of Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn
by Mr. & Mrs. Gary Grossman

In Honor of Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn’s Birthday
In Honor of Deedee King’s Birthday
by Mr. Herb Adler

In Memory of Helen Feldheim
by Mr. Alan Markowitz

In Memory of Sidney Lefkovitz
by Mr. Jacob Koff
by Ms. Marie Magyar

In Memory of Tom Lefkovitz’s Yahrzeit
In Memory of Cecille Stern’s Yahrzeit
by Mr. & Mrs. Bob Lazere

The Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service concluded
at Loose Park with our Temple’s first ever Tashlich
experience.
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November Birthdays

01 Ann Kander
01 Susan Witbrod
02 Caro Bush
02 Seth Goldwasser
02 Dick Rubenstein
02 Lexington Uhlmann
03 Michelle Heidgerken
04 Barton Cohen
04 Frank Feigenbaum
05 Steve Rose
05 Lisa Tucci
06 Brian Baum
06 Bert Benjamin
07 Gabrielle Bortnick

07 Rachel Trout
08 John Goodman
08 Judy Shifrin
09 David Goodman
10 Charles Herman
10 Andrea Weisz
10 Jerry White
11 Ed Kander
12 Michael Fedotin
12 Leonard Strauss
14 Tom Barnett
14 Paul Uhlmann Jr.
15 Andrew Bergerson
15 Lydia Coe

15 Barbra Hill
15 Margaret Litan
15 Allen Parmet
16 Barbara Holzmark
16 Stacy Rainey
16 Paul Uhlmann III
17 Kate Berkley
17 Julia Davis
17 Ron Hill
17 David Kipke
18 Jerry Davidson
19 Nancy Batdorf
19 Denisse Cukierkorn
20 Elizabeth Gerson

21 Joshua Novorr
22 Taylor Klugman
23 Kathryn Frazen
23 Sarah Hoffmann
23 Henry Marder
24 Skylar Brennan
24 Jessica Darke
24 Kevin Trout
25 Sandra Ashner
25 John Spertus
26 Phillip Barron
27 Ken Honeck
27 Karen Rothstein
28 Erica Seligson
28 David Trout

November Anniversaries

01 Howie & Judith Boasberg
02 Wayne & Lisa Auer
02 Steve & Susie Jacob
05 Cory & Kristine Spitcaufsky

08 Gene & Thelma Dreyer
10 Tom & Lois Davidson
11 Phillip & Cathy Barron
14 Gardiner & Laura Davis

14 Dan & Melynn Sight
24 Jeff & Nancy Flora
26 Louis & Sandra Ashner
26 Steve & Ellen Unterman
27 Lynn & Gina Barnett

Feed Your Mind with Rabbi Jacques
Cukierkorn

Judaism is not known as a religion that actively
seeks converts. Yet, with the Jewish population
dwindling worldwide, there are those who believe
conversion is an important way to keep Judaism
alive and thriving. A presentation by Rabbi Jacques
Cukierkorn, “RE-Jew-venating Our Community:
Are Conversions the Right Path to Keeping Our
People Viable?” will be the topic of a “Feed Your
Mind” program from 12:15-1:45 p.m. Monday,
November 16 at the Jewish Community Center.
Rabbi Cukierkorn will discuss the process of
conversion to Judaism, current political issues
relating to conversions, and whether Judaism should
encourage conversions.

There is a $10 fee to attend the “Feed Your Mind”
event. (Paid members of the Melton Alumni
Association attend free of charge.) Attendees may
bring a pareve lunch, or preorder a box lunch from
Subway Kosher Deli for an additional $6 by
contacting Jeff Goldenberg at 913-327-4647. Orders
must be placed by November 13.
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15th Annual Jewish Book Fair

The Jewish Community Center will present eight
outstanding authors in November. This year’s
Jewish Book Fair kicks off with Jon Entine, the
author of “Abraham’s Children: Race, Identity and
the DNA of the Chosen People,” Tuesday,
November 3 at The Temple, Congregation B’nai
Jehudah. The next night, November 4, Louise
Borden, author of “The Journey that Saved Curious
George: The True Wartime Escape of Margaret and
H.A. Rey,” will speak at the Center, co-sponsored by
the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education. Gloria
Goldreich, “Open Doors,” will be at the Center on
November 8. The JCC is a co-sponsor of the
Festival of Faiths, featuring Ebbo Patel, “Acts of
Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, The
Struggle for the Soul of a Generation,” November
10 at Congregation Beth Shalom’s Wornall location.
Benyamin Cohen, “My Jesus Year: A Rabbi’s Son
Wanders the Bible Belt In Search of His Own
Faith,” will headline the annual continental breakfast
November 15 at the Center. Journalist Martin
Fletcher, author of “Breaking News,” will appear at
The Milton Firestone & Bea Firestone Flam
Memorial Lecture November 18 at the Center.
“Rashi’s Daughters: Book III - Rachel” author
Maggie Anton will appear November 19 at Kehilath
Israel Synagogue. “Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean,”
discussed by author Edward Kritzler, will conclude
the Book Fair on November 23 at Village Shalom. 

There is a charge for the Festival of Faiths and the
breakfast and tickets are requested for all events.
Tickets are available at the Jewish Community
center. For more information contact 913-327-8000
or visit www.jcckc.org.

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters
Needs You!

There are Jewish children who are in need of a
mentor/role model outside of their family. There are
also adults who want to be that mentor. “Bigs” need
to be 21 or older with a valid driver’s license. They
do inexpensive activities with the “little” around the
community such as going to the park, out to eat or
seeing a movie. Bigs must make a commitment of
one year to a child. “Littles” need to be between 7 -
14 years old and come from a single parent family or
family with special circumstances. To volunteer or
receive more information about the program, please
contact Lucia Harding at 816-777-2891 or visit
www.jewishbigbrothersbigsisterskc.org.

Sacred Aging Series to Help Older
Adults & Families

Jewish Family Services Family Life Education
Department is sponsoring a three-part Sacred Aging
Series to assist older adults and their families in
dealing with a variety of issues. The series will be
held 2-4 p.m. on three Sundays - October 25,
November 8 and 15 at Kehilath Israel Synagogue.
Questions should be directed to Susie Hurst, Family
Life Education Director at 913-327-8259.

Help@Home

For a monthly fee, Help@Home provides high
quality, dependable minor home repair services,
computer troubleshooting, and access to a variety of
other services needed to help older adults maintain
their independence. A professional Community
Handyman is available for services. For more
information regarding Help@Home, contact Dawn
Herbert, director of older adult initiatives, at 913-
327-8239.
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YAHRZEITS

"The memory of the righteous shall be for a blessing"

November 6
Kenneth Auer
Lenore K. Bradley
Julian Klein Davidson
Margaret Gibson
Louis Granville
Norma E. Greenspan
Mrs. H. Morton Helzberg
Dr. Florence Herman
Lillian Gordon Kohn
Lillian Mincer Rosenblum
Edna Rosenstock
Samuel T. Rothberg

November 13
David Alfie
Clayton Barnett
Lee Dorfman Chick
David Cohen
Marjorie S. Frontman
Howard Helzberg
Dorothy B. Horvitz
Bessie Levy
Louis Levy
Donald J. Loeb
Laura Lucas
Keith Pack
John J. Ryder
Eli Seigel
Adele Shapiro
Harry B. Strauss

November 20
Roberto Alfie
Paul Alperson
Bernard H. Belzer
Irene Blender
Sarah Cukierkorn
Sam Galamba
David Gessen
Barney Goodman
Sada Garfinkel Kram
Herbert M. Krigel
Louise G. Levitt
Etta Rosenbaum
Oscar Rosenblum
Bert Rosenthal

November 27
Richard Block
Anne Bodker
Dr. Edward B. Greenspan
Stephanie Hoffman Jacobson
James Philip Lazere
Margaret Strauss Lowenthal
Abraham Margolin
Jay Rosenberg
Robert L. Sanditz
Rheta Sosland
Helen M. Walker
Arnold Westheimer


