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HAPPENINGS
JANUARY 2008 NUMBER FIVE

From Our Rabbi

The Greatness of Dr. Zamenhof

As we begin a new secular year, I am sure that the
thoughts of universal peace and harmony must be
high in our minds. These were the same ideas that led
Dr. Lazar Lewis Zamenhof to create Esperanto, the
Universal language. I am personally fascinated by his
ideas, method and motivations.

Zamenhof was born on December, 15th 1859 in
Vishay (now part of Lithuania). At that time, several
nations were living side by side without
understanding each other. The Czar's politics profited
from that widely, and pitted one party against the
other. Zamenhof came up with a supranational
language which made it possible for people to
understand one another in the universal framework of
the language, get to know one another and live in
peace.

His idea started coming into existence at secondary
school. He fed it while he studied medicine in
Moscow, Warsaw and Vienna, where he specialized
in ophthalmology in 1886.

Zamenhof called this language Esperanto, which has
the connotation of hope. The first manuals contained
all the grammar in just sixteen basic grammar rules,
with no exceptions and a 917 word vocabulary, from
which we can create —due to the exclusive Esperanto
system of affixes and suffixes— at least ten thousand
independent words. The roots are mostly international
and also very widely known. According to the
structure of the language, it is agglutinating, that is to
say, its linguistic elements can be freely joined
without changing the roots. Internationality of
vocabulary and agglutination makes the language
easy to learn for speakers of all languages.

A less known aspect of Zamenhof’s thought process
was his great interest in Jewish affairs. At one time he
was an ardent Zionist, and established at Warsaw the
first Zionist association (Friends of Zion). Later he
abandoned the idea of a Jewish political nationality,
and in 1901 he published a Russian pamphlet on
Hillelism as a project for solving the Jewish question.
The main contention of this work is that the troubles
of the Jewish people are due to "the pseudo-
Palestinian character of their religion"; Judaism
should reform itself and become Hillelism, or, in
other words, a pure monotheism with no other law
than that of love of one’s neighbor. The new Jewish
sect should, however, retain its ancient manners and
customs, but as traditions, not as laws. It should also
acquire some simple medium of intercommunication,
which must not be Hebrew; and it should obtain a
geographical center, which would be the seat of a
Jewish synod.

Here are some excerpts from his manifest on
Hillelism:
 
1. I am a human being, and I believe that there are
only human ideals and ideals linked to the country of
origin; every ideal which brings hatred among peoples
and entails the power of one ethnicity over another I
believe it to be human egoism, which sooner or later
must disappear and to which disappearance I must
contribute according to my possibilities.

. . . continued on page 5
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WORSHIP HOURS
January 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

January 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Family Shabbat - Magician Harris Deutch

Chinese dinner following services

January 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker - Reverend Scott Myers

My Experiments in Learning to Know God

January 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Sephardic Night

January 26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bar Mitzvah - Eli Fromm

Home From College Gathering

Tom Barnett and Rabbi Cukierkorn invite all past
Confirmation students to join them at The Spin
(119th & Lamar) from 4-6 pm on Sunday, January
6. Rabbi and Tom will pay for your dinner! Please
RSVP to the Temple office if you are planning on
attending.

Lunch with the Rabbi

Join Rabbi on Wednesday, January 9 at Governor
Stumpy’s ( 321 E. Gregory) at noon. “What is going
on with the Reform Movement?” Rabbi Cukierkorn
will report and discuss the latest news of the URJ
Biennial conference he just attended in San Diego
and how this impacts our Temple. Please RSVP to
the Temple.

Family Shabbat & Magical Party

Join us on Friday, January 11 at 6 pm for our
Family Shabbat Service (note the date change).
We will have a Magical Party for the New Year!
Get ready to start the New Year off with magic,
mayhem and merriment with Harris Deutch,
ventriloquist, magician, and mayhem maker!
Following the service, we will have a New Year’s
Party with Harris and his friends in the Social Hall
for magic, fun and Chinese food. Dinner is $12 per
adult and $6 per child. Please RSVP to the Temple.

Rabbi’s Adult Ed

On Tuesday, January 15 come and see the
critically acclaimed West Bank Story. It is a musical
comedy set in the fast-paced, fast-food world of
competing falafel stands in the West Bank. We will
meet at The Mixx (4855 Main) at 6 pm for dinner
and then go to the Sulgrave to watch the film at 7
pm. Please RSVP to the Temple.

THE NEW REFORM TEMPLE
7100 Main Street at Gregory
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Phone: 816-523-7809   Fax: 816-523-2454
E-Mail: nrt7100@aol.com
Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn
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Guest Speaker

During our Friday, January 18 service, we will
welcome the Reverend Scott Myers of Westport
Presbyterian Church as our guest speaker. Reverend
Myers has always had a great interest in Jewish -
Christian relations. His topic will be: My
Experiments in Learning to Know God.

Sunday Morning Group

On Sunday, January 27, The Sunday Morning
Group will learn Mahjong. Please reserve your seat
at the table by calling or e-mailing Lynn Barnett or
Lbarnett3@kc.rr.com or 913-217-7469. The group
will meet in the Social Hall after the 9:30 am
services. Seats are limited, so don’t wait!

Please contact Margaret Lange if you are interested
in being added to our Sunday e-mail list or if you
have any questions. (816-350-3026).

Upcoming Temple Events

February 8 Shabbat Service: Valentines Day,
Chocolate and Being Jewish. Come
and learn how they relate and share
some wonderful chocolate with us
after the service.

February 10 Nelson Atkins Tour: Through Jewish
Eyes. We will have lunch at Roselle
Court. Save the date.

March 7 Save the date for a very special
Purim Family Service. Start now and
sharpen your skills, talents and sense
of fun. There will be a talent show,
parade, costume contest , good food
and more. There will even be a
karaoke for those who have little
talent but lots of chutzpah! The
evening is for children from 2-92!

April 6 Jewish Tour of Kansas City.

Sephardic Night

Join us for a special worship service on Friday,
January 25 at 6 pm as we celebrate Sephardic
Jewish culture. Some of the service melodies will be
Sephardic tunes and during the Oneg Shabbat we
will sample some Sephardic delicacies.

From Our Religious School

As part of the G'milut Chasadim (acts of loving
kindness) portion of the curriculum, the 6th/7th
grade, with Donna Holmes and David Isenberg,
learned about and developed various displays on
world issues such as: Peace/War; World Hunger;
Caring for the Environment; Caring for Animals;
Protecting the Rainforests. The students learned
about the special responsibilities that we have as
Jews as part of our covenant with God in addressing
these important world issues. The 5th and 8th grade
classes were invited to tour the stations and displays
for the very first Making a Difference Day. All three
classes donated their tzedakah to a charity for the
Rainforests. 

Lon Oberman’s 5th grade class enjoyed cooking
latkes in celebration of Hanukkah. Students
measured, stirred, and ate to their fulfillment. A
special ingredient added by Mr. Oberman made
them even better! 

Neta Meltzer and Lori Jacob’s 4th grade class
celebrated Hanukkah by making edible dreidels.
Spinning the dreidels and winning the game was not
the goal of this project. Eating the marshmallows,
pretzels, and Hershey kisses together was the best
part.

Margaret Lange’s 3rd grade class shared a Shabbat
snack together. The students have been learning the
prayers for lighting candles, why we eat challah, and
why we celebrate Shabbat.

Finally, don’t forget to bring in hats, scarves and
gloves for our January donation to Community Linc.
Stay warm,
Ann Brendle - Religious School Director
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Social Action Committee Partners
with Others for Health Fair

On November 16, our social action committee,
along with Shepherds Center of Kansas City and
others, staged a health fair at Central United
Methodist Church. The event targeted older adults.
Approximately 100 attendees received health
screenings and flu shots and met with health care
providers. Visiting Nurse Association provided
financial support and hallmark Cards donated bags
and gifts.

NRT committee members Lois Lazere and Joyce
Fulps (pictured above) and Symie Menitove
participated.

NRT Members and Friends at
Village Shalom

On Tuesday, November 20, several NRT members
and friends helped set up and serve pre-
Thanksgiving dinner to Village Shalom residents,
their relatives and friends. Those who assisted with
the dinner were, left to right, Carol Barnett, NRT
President, Samantha Barnett, Piper Rainen, Rabbi
Cukierkorn, Pat Stein, Ira Stein, Bill Buschling, and
Herb Adler.

Residents and staff are always a pleasure to work
with and really appreciate volunteer efforts.

Lon Oberman’s 5th grade class recently enjoyed making latkes.
Margaret Lange’s 3rd grade class celebrating Shabbat together.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Following Contributions to The New
Reform Temple

To the Endowment Fund

In Memory of Marjorie Frontman
by Mr. & Mrs. Neil Sloman

In Memory of Shirley Leifer
by Mrs. Sylvia Manko

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
by Mr. & Mrs. Barnett Helzberg, Jr.

In Memory of Ida Bartfeld Brod’s Yahrzeit
In Honor of Gene Dreyer’s Birthday
by Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brod

In Honor of Denisse Cukierkorn’s Birthday
by Ms. Joyce Fulps

In Memory of Marjorie Navran Frontman
by Mr. & Mrs. G. Kenneth Baum
by Mrs. Robert Sanditz

To the Temple

In Memory of Louis Feldman
by Mr. & Mrs. Harry Berlau

In Memory of Marjorie Navran Frontman
by Mrs. Elaine Sight
by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Stern

We Need Your Help

Please make Rabbi Cukierkorn aware of any
Temple members who are hospitalized or just in
need of a visit. You can reach Rabbi on his cell
phone at 913-940-1011.

If you or one of your friends is having a special
birthday, anniversary or something else wonderful is
happening in your life, please let Rabbi know so
that he can share in your joy.

. . . continued from page 1

2. I believe that all people are equally part of
humankind, and I value every person only according
to his personal values and actions, and not
according to his/her origin. Every offense or
persecutions of people because they belong to a
different ethnicity, with a different language or
religion, I regard it as a barbarity.

3. I believe that every country does not belong to a
particular group of people, but equally to every
people who live in it, regardless of their language or
religion; the mixing of the country’s interests with
those of one or another group of people, language or
religion I regard it as reminiscence of barbarian
times, when there was only the right of fist and
sword.

4. I believe that in his/her own family life each
person has the natural and indisputable right to
speak whatever language or dialect he/she wants
and to confess whatever religion he/she wants;
nevertheless, when communicating with people
from other origins he/she must, when it is possible,
aim to use a neutral language and to live according
to neutral religious principles. Every attempt of a
person to impose his/her language or religion to
other people when it is not absolutely necessary, I
regard it as a barbarity.

Zamenhof died on April, 14th 1917 in Warsaw. He
is buried in a beautiful grave, inscribed in
Esperanto, at the Jewish cemetery in that city. Just
imagine what kind of world it could be if we all
could get along as Zamenhof imagined!

Sincerely,

Jacques Cukierkorn
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January Birthdays
01 Ann Baum
01 Steve Weneck
03 Sylvia Manko
04 Ernie Fleischer
04 Brett Misse
04 Bob Shapiro
05 Steve Rothstein
06 Sally Schoenfeld
08 Lisa Auer
08 Marcia Berlau
08 Catherine Bortnick
08 Harvey Fried
08 Anna Lee Rubin
09 Heidi Durwood
10 Andrew Levin
11 Ed Gilbert
11 Ellen Murphy

11 Gail Wien
12 Olivia Derman
12 Gloria Rudd
13 Tom Dreyer
14 Kurtis Cowman
14 Diane Robinson
15 Sylvia Becker
15 John Brendle
15 Bush Helzberg
15 Bob Slegman
16 Louis Ashner
16 Nathaniel Crenner
16 Kit Smith
17 Jack Dicapo
17 Brian Fate
17 Elijah Fromm
17 Joan Mindlin

18 Jon Bortnick
18 Ashley Gunter
19 Alex Barnett
20 Abra House
20 Sara Roesler
20 Bob Tucci
22 Michael Levin
23 Julia Cohon
23 Kelly Dreyer
23 Phillip Greenbaum
24 Drew Auer
24 Aaron Greenbaum
24 Daniel Margolin
25 Laura Davis
25 Julie Erdner
25 Laurence Frazen
25 Adam Seligson

25 Andrew Seligson
27 Michelle Goldwasser
27 Lauren Misse
27 Tucker Slosburg
28 Mary Jo Brown
28 Emily Uhlmann
29 Gene Bileski
29 Zachary Greenstein
29 Evan Vittor
30 Hope Grunt
30 Miranda Starr
31 Saurine Brown
31 Jane Rubenstein
31 Gavin Sitkoff

January Anniversaries
01 Jacques & Denisse Cukierkorn
06 Irving & Judy Fudemberg
08 Harry & Cheryl Bosley

10 Bob & Mary Jo Brown
10 Brandon & Megan Turner
12 John & Reesa Helzberg
18 Chad & Jennifer Markey

26 Lance & Terry Goldberg
26 Tom & Lisa Lefkovitz
26 Marc & Janet Solomon

Neta Meltzer’s 4th grade class along with Charles Goldberg’s 8th grade class made edible dreidels together.
Donna Holmes’ 6 & 7th grades class recently celebrated “Make a Difference Day”
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Our
annual visit to Village Shalom for worship services and to celebrate Hanukkah with the residents brought out a
huge crowd. Our Temple’s Youth Group under the direction of Geri Weinbaum, delighted the group with a play
about Hanukkah.

Levin Library

Thanks to the generosity of Mary D. and the late
Barton P. Cohen, we are pleased to announce that
the library has enhanced its technology capabilities.
There are enough state of the art computers for kids
to partner together to do research during Sunday
School. They are all connected to the Internet and
wirelessly to two printers. The temple also has
wireless capabilities in all areas, including the
Uhlmann Social Hall. The software for genealogy
research is coming!

Crash Course in Hebrew

Learn Hebrew in eight hours. Classes will be held
on Saturday, February 2nd and 9th from 2-6 pm
at the Temple. Excellent opportunity for adults to
become more familiar with some of the prayers in
the worship service.  Please RSVP to the Temple
office.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Interfaith
Service

The Jewish Community Relations Bureau/American
Jewish Committee and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference are proud to announce the
2008 Martin Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Service will
be held on Sunday, January 13, 3:30 pm at the
Church of the Visitation, 5141 Main Street, Kansas
City, MO.

The Interfaith Service is a wonderful opportunity for
the Jewish community to celebrate the life of Dr.
King. The community is invited to attend at no
charge.



8

YAHRZEITS

"The memory of the righteous shall be for a blessing"

JANUARY 4
Bonny Ruth Cohen
David Davis
Adella Fine
Julius Freilich
Shirley Liebman Gale
Arthur L. Glassman, M.D.
Harriet Miller Goldstein
Rabbi Ronald M. Goldstein
Tobias Grunt
Edward L. Hoffman
Barney Horwitz
Amy Katz
Jessie M. Levy
Janice Meinrath
Isadore Rainen
Sam L. Robinson
Steven O. Schwartz, M.D.
Louis Sosland
Lillie Rose Weill
William Wolkoff

JANUARY 11
Samuel Adler
Maurice L. Brown
Etta L. Brown
Sally Herman
Sylvia K. Lewis
Maurice Miller
Violet Oppenheimer
Robert Osten
Esther Rubin
Lena Segal
Mayme Siegel
Gertrude Sight
Robert Stanley Sight, Sr.
Meta Baum Westheimer

JANUARY 18
Sarah Rebecca Grunt
Phillip H. Halperin, M.D.
Leonard Hughes, Jr.
S. Harvey Laner
Samuel Palley
Bessie Saffran
Yetta Slabotsky Sagand
Lois Weiner
David B. Weinstein
Norman F. Westheimer
June Wolf

JANUARY 25
Shirley Cohen
Harry Gershenson
David Goldenbaum
Norma Grant
Benjamin Herman
Lena Kamen
Lewis Laner
Ida Laner
Alfred Lighton
Rae Nachman Loeb
Beth Lyon
Stanley H. Mindlin
Charles Monasee
Anita Navran
Ruth Sidley
Jay G. Wolfe


