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HAPPENINGS
FEBRUARY 2008 NUMBER SIX

From Our Rabbi

Dear Friends,

This past December, five members of our
congregation had the opportunity to attend the 69th
Biennial Convention of the Union for Reform
Judaism in San Diego, CA. It was an unique event
where almost 5000 Reform Jewish leaders, from all
over the world, convened to learn, share, worship and
just to be with each other.

For me, the best part of the Biennial is to be able to
meet with colleagues and classmates that I only get to
see at these meetings. I also get to see members of my
former two congregations, that are regulars at such
meetings. The other highlight for me is the exhibition
hall. For a few days, it becomes the largest Jewish
shopping mall in the world. Hundred of stands
showcase everything and anything Jewish one could
imagine from software to ritual objects, from travel
agencies to genetic testing; it is all there. Every major
company serving the Jewish world is there as well as
the latest innovations. It gives me the chance to see,
touch and ask questions to people selling products
that the rest of the time I can only read about in
articles or in catalogues.

Attending the Biennial, one can sense clearly the
pulse of the Reform Movement today. By talking
with members of other congregations one can see
how unique the NRT is on one hand and how many
problems and issues are common to all
congregations. It gives you a better perspective on the
issues we face.

I have asked each of the four other members to write
a brief piece telling their impressions and the
highlights of the meeting from their perspective. Any

member of a Reform congregation is allowed (and
welcome) to the URJ meetings. I hope that by reading
the following accounts, some of you may feel tempted
to attend an URJ meeting in the future.

From Ann Brendle:
San Diego in December during a Kansas City ice
storm, what more could a person want! I thoroughly
enjoyed the ’07 Biennial with 5000 of my closest
Reform Jewish friends. So many sessions about a
multitude of topics were offered. A music session
with Peter and Ellen Allard had over one hundred
people singing kids songs, and an art class gave me
many ideas how to include art in our Religious School
curriculum. There was also a networking lunch where
school Directors could brainstorm new ideas and help
with difficulties. Gazing at the view of Coronado,
sharing meals, walking to and from the convention
center, and getting to know Rabbi, Carol, Martha, and
Joyce was a pleasure. Join us in ’09 in Toronto!

From Martha Atlas:
It was daunting to decide which sessions to attend –
the program was a small phone book sized 188 pages! 
We were surrounded by 5,000 people all joyfully
celebrating their Jewish heritage.  My favorite
moment was seeing and hearing Michael J. Fox (who
admitted he was “verklempt”) talk about his
Parkinson’s disease.  He shook his head and
wondered by researchers are working to develop stem
cells from skin cells – when we already have the stem
cells we need.  He talked about how he views life
with his Jewish wife and children in New York and
sees his work with Parkinson’s as his contribution to
tikun olam.  

. . . continued on page 5
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WORSHIP HOURS

February 16:00 p.m.
Family Shabbat - Al HoHopa

February 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Sanctuary Donor Recognition

Yachad & Sweet Shabbat

February 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker - Beth Gottstein

February 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

February 29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Family Shabbat

On Friday, February 1 at 6 pm, we will welcome
Al HoHopa from the Oglala Sioux tribe. Mr.
HoHopa will share some Native American stories,
songs and traditions with us. Following services,
everyone is welcome to meet at Sweet Tomatoes for
dinner!

Lunch With the Rabbi

On Wednesday, February 6 at noon, Lunch With
the Rabbi will be held at Carmen's Cafe, 6307
Brookside Plaza. The Rabbi and Tom Barnett will
discuss the candidates and their perspectives on
Jewish matters. Please RSVP to the Temple if you
are planning on attending.

Sweet Shabbat Service & Yachad

February 8 at 6pm join us for How Sweet It Is:
Jews and Chocolate. Come and learn how they
relate and share some WONDERFUL chocolate
with us after the service. Yachad will also be
providing us with music that evening. During
services there will be a presentation of the Donor
Plaque in appreciation of those who donated to the
remodeling of the sanctuary. 

Nelson Atkins Tour: Through
Jewish Eyes

Back by popular demand! Don’t miss the Jewish
tour of the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art at 12 pm
on Sunday, February 10. Rabbi Cukierkorn will
lead a tour of the museum, geared towards adults,
which will address Jewish subjects and ideas in
many of the galleries. Join us for lunch in the
Rozzelle Court at 12 pm. The tour will start at 1pm.
Space is limited, so please RSVP to the Temple.

Guest Speaker

During our Friday, February 15 service, we will
welcome KC Councilwoman Beth Gottstein as our
guest speaker.

THE NEW REFORM TEMPLE
7100 Main Street at Gregory
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Phone: 816-523-7809   Fax: 816-523-2454
E-Mail: nrt7100@aol.com
Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn

Board of Directors

Carol Barnett Tom Barnett
President Ann K. Baum

Barb Bloch
Herb Adler Ginny Epsten
First Vice President Judy Fudemberg
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Martha Atlas Edward Porter
Michael Braude Diana Resnick
Jack Mayer Diane Robinson
Vice Presidents John Spertus, M.D.

Steven Swartzman
Martha J. Atlas
Secretary Ann L. Darke

Paul Uhlmann, III
Gregg S. Davidson Past Presidents
Treasurer

Richard M. Levin     Arthur L. Stern     Paul Uhlmann Jr.
Life Directors



3

Adult Education

Join with us on Tuesday, February 19 from 7-9
pm at the Temple as we discuss Jewish literature
and folk tales. Take a look at their sources,
meanings and how they have influenced Jewish
teachings and behavior. If you would like, join us at
6 pm at Governor Stumpy’s for dinner before the
discussion. Please RSVP to the Temple.

Upcoming Temple Events

March 7 Save the date for a very special
Purim Family Service. Start now and
sharpen your skills, talents, and sense
of fun. There will be a talent show,
parade, costume contest, good food
and more. There will even be
karaoke for those who have little
talent but lots of chutzpah! The
evening is for children from 2 to 92!

March 14 Howard Hass from Hymam Brand
Hebrew Academy will be our guest
speaker. Mr. Hass has been a peace
maker in the Middle East, run an
education theater for Arabs and
Jews, and authored Listen to Our
Children, an award winning book on
teen violence. 

From Our President

Dear Fellow Members,

As some of you may be aware, every two years the
Union for Reform Judaism organizes a convention
for its members to greet and gather, learn and
exchange ideas.  Five of us, including the Rabbi,
were fortunate to attend this year’s meeting in San
Diego.

Throughout the five days there were an extensive
variety of seminars offered on a wide array of topics
and issues ranging from creative ideas on getting
members more actively involved, to a
comparison/contrast between the Quran and the

Bible (my personal favorite session—in fact, I’m
going to advocate we invite a knowledgeable
speaker to the Temple on this topic), to the Solar
Cooker Project initiative in Darfur (my second
favorite session).

To digress for a minute, the bottom line on the
Cooker Project is that an organization called Jewish
World Watch has committed itself to helping
protect refugee women and girls from unthinkable
and terrifying forms of violence.  Women and girls
who’ve fled the genocide in Darfur, Sudan are
especially vulnerable to rape and other violent
crimes while performing the necessary daily task of
collecting firewood for cooking and fuel.  The
World Watch’s mission is to reduce the frequency
of these heinous crimes by providing the refugee
women with alternative cooking options such as
solar cookers.  These cookers enable women to
remain inside the “relative” safety of the camps. 
Furthermore, the refugees themselves are being
taught to assemble these within the confines of the
camps (“God helps those who help themselves”);
the need to tend to fires is eliminated so women are
free to do other tasks; finally, two solar cookers can
save one ton of wood each year.    

Back to San Diego…in addition to the educational
seminars we attended, we also went to services
Friday night.  What an eye-opening experience that
was!!!  Not only were we a great distance from the
NRT physically, but we were also a far cry that
night  from our Classical Reform practices and
rituals that are so comfortable and familiar to us. 
Clearly, the proverbial “pendulum” is not only
swinging, but is well on its way to the right.  It was
a huge wake up call for my reaffirming our
philosophy to uphold and stand by our Classical
Reform values.  

If you are interested in learning more about any of
the topics of the convention, please contact Martha
Atlas, Ann Brendle, Joyce Fulps, the Rabbi or
myself.  The next URJ Convention is scheduled for
November 2009 in Toronto…mark your calendars,
if you’d like.

Carol Barnett
President
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From Our Religious School

The 9th graders started their four session unit
learning about Israel in January with Nir Gad, the
Israeli emissary. The students enjoyed Israeli
cooking, including hummus, pita bread, Israeli
salad, and chocolate balls. Everyone had a hand in
the cooking, and there was plenty to go around.
They will also learn about Israeli entertainment,
geography, and architecture.

Adryan Steinberg’s 2nd grade class studied Jonah
and the Whale while Margaret Lange’s 3rd grade
class took a tour of the temple looking for ritual
objects. The confirmation class researched the
presidential candidates’ views on Jews and Israel on
the computers. 8th graders researched and shared
information about historical Jewish people. Be sure
to ask students in Pre-K through 1st what is the
meaning of TuB’Shevat. They celebrated the
birthday for trees doing many projects and learning
how to protect the earth.

The Purim Carnival is coming! Mark your calendars
for Sunday, March 9th from 11-12:30 for food and
games. We are looking for donations for baskets
for our silent auction, like Royals Tickets, new
DVDs, movie passes, new games, the list is
limitless. Please call Chris if you have something
you can donate. Thank you for your help in making
this a successful day.

Finally, the last day for 8th and 9th graders is
Sunday, March 9th. 

Have a great month. 

Ann Brendle
Religious School Director
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continued from page 1 . . . 

From Joyce Fulps:
Attending my first Biennial was an interesting
experience. Some of my favorite sessions covered
growing membership and Shabbat attendance by
being a more inclusive and welcoming temple. Also
the session dealing with how to improve the success
of social justice projects by partnering with other
organizations. The most awesome and powerful
feeling from the weekend came from worshiping
and celebrating with Jews from around the world!

We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Following Contributions to The New
Reform Temple

To the Levin Library
by Mr. & Mrs. Edward Porter

In Honor of Flossie Pack’s Birthday
by Mrs. Marjorie Bercu

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
by Mr. & Mrs. Bert Berkley
by Ms. Yvonne Cordeiro
by The Devinki Family Philanthropic Fund
by Mr. & Mrs. Henry Marder
by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rainen
by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Uhlmann
by The Wally Foundation

In Memory of Marjorie Frontman
by Mr. & Mrs. Lester Siegel & Family

In Memory of Jean Rubenstein
by Mr. Herb Adler
by Mr. & Mrs. Bert Benjamin
by Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brod
by Mr. & Mrs. Keith Novorr
by Mr. & Mrs. Edward Porter
by Mr. & Mrs. Neil Sloman

To the Temple
by The Sosland Foundation

In Honor of Ann Baum’s Birthday
by Mr. Richard Levin

In Memory of Alvin H. Berlau
by Mr. Charles Berlau

In Memory of Marjorie Frontman
by Mr. Richard Levin
by Mrs. Peggy Wolf

In Memory of Jean Rubenstein
by Mr. & Mrs. Bert Berkley
by Mr. Richard Levin
by Mrs. Sylvia Manko
by Mr. & Mrs. Fred Schoenfeld
by Mr. Paul Uhlmann, Jr.
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We Need Your Help

Please make Rabbi Cukierkorn aware of any
Temple members who are hospitalized or just in
need of a visit. You can reach Rabbi on his cell
phone at 913-940-1011.

If you or one of your friends is having a special
birthday, anniversary or something else wonderful is
happening in your life, please let Rabbi know so
that he can share in your joy.
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February Birthdays

01 Janet Dubrava
01 Andy Eastman
01 Jamie Helzberg
01 Diane Levin
01 Susan Sight
01 Cliff Trenton
02 Katie Gerson
03 Jack Mayer
03 Jimmy Uhlmann
03 Tricia Uhlmann
03 Kenneth Weiner
04 Harrison Swartzman
05 Betty Jo Marder

05 Rebecca Rose
07 Leon Bloch
07 Henry Epstein
07 Nancy Flora
07 Jeff Wolfe
08 Robert Cohon
08 Clarice Epstein
08 Karen Porter
09 Jordan White
11 Barbara Kovacs
11 Kate Sachse
12 Stuart Eisen

12 Scott Schoenfeld
14 Sydney Stoops
15 Lila Bortnick
15 Leonard Horwitz
15 Jennifer Markey
16 Fran Brozman
17 Betsy Jacob
19 Jacqueline Epsten
19 Fred Greenstein
20 Samantha Siegel
21 Jessica Sight
21 Brad Wolfe

22 Jackson Auerbach
22 Tyler Auerbach
22 Wanda Lowenstein
23 Pamela Dicapo
24 Michael Rudd
25 Jean Brown
25 Arthur Stern
26 Michael Brozman
26 Nathan Pell
26 Richard Stern
27 Paul Erdner
27 Irving Fudemberg
28 Charles Sosland

February Anniversaries

03 Terry Sanchez & David Mc Ewen
07 Ira & Patricia Stein
08 Mark & Valerie Discher
08 Paul & Fran Kapleau
09 Tom & Carol Barnett
10 Steve & Suzie Block

14 Mike & Kathy Rainen
19 Harold & Marilyn Melcher
23 Irv & Sue Belzer
26 Mike & Linda Lyon
28 Philip & Marcie Pell

Library News

The Porter Reel Read Program is going strong in the
library!

The following students have won movie tickets for
reading two books on their grade level and giving a
report on them.

Gillian Brennan ( won two tickets)
Riley Brennan
Daniel Goldstein
Paige Holmes
Mikaela Judy
Sabina Shifrin

Issues of Our Day

“A Jewish Approach to Universal Healthcare” is the
topic for the next “Issue of Our Day” panel
discussion at 7:30 pm Thursday, February 21 at the
Jewish Community Campus. A panel will discuss
the crises in universal health care and address the
issues from ethical and Jewish perspectives.

Call 913-327-4622 to RSVP. Reservations are
requested but not required There is no charge to
attend this program.
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YAHRZEITS

"The memory of the righteous shall be for a blessing"

February 2
George K. Baum, II 
Dorothy L. Bordeau 
Carrie Copeland Brown 
Mildred Epsten 
Lewis Hoffman 
Ludwig Isenberg 
Luzia Lewandowski 
Radine Lewis 
Violet R. Lyon 
Emilie Mnookin 
Theresa Montague 
Jacob B. Neiman 
Frieda Perlmutter 
Mitchell Shapiro 
Suzanne G. Statland

February 8
E.B. Berkowitz 
A. Keith Brodkin 
Herman J. Galamba 
Irwin E. Hurwitt 
Melvine Hyken 
Beatrice Kuivinen 
George S. Lewis 
Leonard McEwen 
Louis Niman 
Alfred P. Rosenstock 
Linda Niman Schwartz 
Victor Stern 
R. Hugh Uhlmann 
Nettie Weneck 
Bernard H. Winston, M.D.

February 15
Sylvia Aaron 
Margarita Alfie 
Mildred Auer 
Sherri Lynn Brown, M.D.
Bernice A. Dreyer 
Donald Glabman 
Hyman W. Krasne 
Haskell Lazere 
Dorothy Shapiro 
Jack Sight 
Barbara L. Uhlmann 
John Wolf 

February 22
Ruth Adler 
Mrs. Leon E. Bloch 
Laura Brendle 
Hy Davidson 
Edith Rubin Dondis 
Julius Hyken 
Harold Kain 
Arnold Robinson 
Milton Smoliar 
Jacob Steinzeig 
Muriel K. Stern 
Glen V. Wilson

February 29
Irving Abend 
Bertha Abend 
Harold Baer 
Noland Blass, Sr.
Carolyn J. Boasberg 
Pat Brendle 
Herman Copaken 
Harry Endlich 
Albert Finkel 
Kathleen Genitossro 
Richard A. Goldman 
Paul Goodman 
Joseph Gottstein 
Frieda Herman 
Gladys Hoffman 
Marvin R. Kaplan 
Ben S. Lefkovitz 
Carol H. Levin
Nat Nast 
Dan C. Tucker 
Sam Weiner 


