
1

HAPPENINGS
DECEMBER 2007 NUMBER FOUR

From Our Rabbi

Hanukkah: Miracle of the Spirit

Even more powerful than the “political” Hanukkah
story of the Maccabees defending their faith and
freedom, there is the spiritual Hanukkah story of the
miracle of the oil. When the Jews rededicated the
Temple, they lit the menorah which is supposed to
burn continuously, even though they only had enough
consecrated oil to last one day and it would take a
week to prepare more. Miraculously, the small supply
of oil burned a full eight days. Thus today, when we
light the Hanukkah candles, we say a blessing to God
“who performed miracles for our ancestors in days of
old in this season.” That a small amount of oil lasted
much longer than it should have was a miracle. It was
also a symbol for the spirit of the Maccabees, who
lasted through battle after battle, against vastly
greater numbers, when no one rationally would have
expected it; the miracle of the victory of a faithful
few against a mighty and numerous foe.

As I light the candles, I think not only of those
particular miracles of enduring spirit and light, but I
think of all of the miraculous spirits who have lit and
who continue to light our world. How many stories
have we heard of people who faced personal
hardships, natural disasters, debilitating illness, or
tyrannical oppression, and who amazingly endured,
tapping some hidden strength, an inner well of
miraculous oil, to carry them on long past when
reason would have expected them to be exhausted
and quit. The man who loses his home, his family,
and everything he’s built in a hurricane, but returns
after the storm waters subside to the arduous work of
clearing out the muck and starting to rebuild. The
woman who decided to rescue another human being,
even though she knew that the Nazis would kill her
and her whole family if they were caught. People like

these, and many others whom we may never hear
about, these are all “Hanukkah lights.”

“Baruch atah Adonai eloheynu melech ha'olam
she'asah nisim l'avotaynu b'yamim haheim b'zman
hazeh v'asah nisim l'anu b'yamim hazeh ub'col
hazmanim.”

Let us bless God not just for the miracles done for our
ancestors in days of old in this season, but for the
miracles done for us in these days and in all seasons.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn

Please be aware that our Family
Shabbat Service on December 7 will
take place at Village Shalom. There

will be no service at the Temple.
Please join us at Village Shalom! 
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WORSHIP HOURS

December 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Family Shabbat with Yachad

at Village Shalom
December 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

December 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker - Bill Tammeus

December 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Service led by Margaret Lange

Rabbi’s Adult Education

We will meet on Tuesday, December 4th at 7:00
pm at the Temple. Or come early and meet at
Governor Stumpy’s (321 E. Gregory) at 6:00 pm for
dinner and socializing. The topic will be Mystical
Myths and Mayhem.  Delve into centuries old myths
and occult stories (Remember the Golem!?) and see
what they are all about. Are they just stories or do
they go to the heart of being Jewish? Please RSVP
to the Temple.

Lunch With the Rabbi

We will meet on Wednesday, December 5th at
12:00 pm at Governor Stumpy’s (321 E. Gregory).
The topic will be Esperanto vs. Klingon. Learn
about Zamenhoff and his ultimate goals for creating
the international language of Esperanto and how it
ties to Hillel and his beliefs. Please RSVP to the
Temple.

Family Shabbat with Yachad at
Village Shalom

On Friday, December 7 at 6 pm, we will meet for
Family Shabbat Services at Village Shalom. Help
celebrate Hanukkah with our children and the
residents of Village Shalom and Yachad! It will be a
spirited service with lots of wonderful music.  

Guest Speaker - Bill Tammeus

Join us for Service on Friday, December 21 at 6
pm to listen to Bill Tammeus speak on the long,
shameful history of anti-Judaism in Christian
history and show how it helped to create modern
anti-Semitism. Also can there be hope for the
future. 

Sunday Morning Adult Ed?!

Yes! We are very pleased to offer an informal
program on Sunday morning for our parents who
have children in Sunday School. December 9th is
the next date. It will be a very informal format, and
topics and activities will be planned a few months at
a time until we get going. Please call Margaret
Lange if you are interested in being added to our
email list or if you have any questions. (816-350-
3026) 

THE NEW REFORM TEMPLE
7100 Main Street at Gregory
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Phone: 816-523-7809   Fax: 816-523-2454
E-Mail: nrt7100@aol.com
Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn

Board of Directors

Carol Barnett Tom Barnett
President Ann K. Baum

Barb Bloch
Herb Adler Ginny Epsten
First Vice President Judy Fudemberg

Adele B. Levi
Martha Atlas Edward Porter
Michael Braude Diana Resnick
Jack Mayer Diane Robinson
Vice Presidents John Spertus, M.D.

Steven Swartzman
Martha J. Atlas
Secretary Ann L. Darke

Paul Uhlmann, III
Gregg S. Davidson Past Presidents
Treasurer

Richard M. Levin     Arthur L. Stern     Paul Uhlmann Jr.
Life Directors
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From Our Program Director

Hello Everyone! I wish I could have taken you all
on a program trip I was just on in Israel. It was
sponsored by the Saltz Institute in Jerusalem. The
purpose of the trip was to learn about Israel and its
present and future by studying the past. We literally
“walked” Israel every day with world class scholars
as our tour guides. What a wonderful learning
experience. Meanwhile back to programs a little
closer to home. I think we have real variety in our
programs this month. Something of interest for
everyone. So check out page 2 for what’s happening
in December and look below for what’s coming up
in the future.

January 11 Family Service: Harris Deutch. Start
2008 with Magic and Fun

January 25 Socialize around Chocolate and find
out how it relates to being Jewish!

February 10 Nelson Atkins Tour Through Jewish
Eyes

March 7 Purim costume parade and Talent
Show! Adults and children. Talent or
no talent, we even welcome karaoke!

If you have any questions, please contact Margaret
Lange at 816-350-3026, or Co-Chairs: Diane
Robinson at 816-210-3690, or Diana Resnick at
816-560-6565.

Margaret Lange
Program Director

From Our Religious School

The 8th and 9th graders spent Saturday, November
3 at Wildwood for our first ever NRT day retreat.
Nineteen students, with teachers Pattie Shostak and
Charles Goldberg and director Ann Brendle,
enjoyed beautiful weather on the challenge course.
The students were broken into two groups and
solved several challenges together. A rousing game
of football, gossiping time, canoeing, and fishing
were enjoyed during free time. The Rabbi
encouraged the students to work together to build
structures out of candy relating to Jewish themed
quotes. The day ended with hot dogs, chips, and
smores. The next day at school, students made
matzo ball soup, challah, and brownies together.
New friendships were formed and old ones were
strengthened, which were goals of the retreat. In
return, the students’ last day of school will be
March 9!

Special thanks to Liz Uhlmann and Reesa Helzberg
for helping make the shuttle bus possible.

The 9th and 2nd graders decorated bags for
Operation Breakthrough this past month. These
bags are used as gift wrap for birthdays for children
in their program.

Religious school will be closed on December 23
and December 30 for winter holidays. We will start
back on January 6. Please remember that we will be
collecting hats and gloves for Community Linc
during the month of January. Also, if you have
Halloween costumes that no longer fit your
children, please bring them in so Community Linc
can use them next year. 

Have a Happy Chanukah and a wonderful winter
vacation with your family.

Ann Brendle
Religious School Director

Welcome to Our New
Temple Members!

Andrew Bergerson, Jeanette Jones and
Kyle & Skye Bergerson

Manuel & Lois Baraban
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From Our President

Best wishes to you and your family for a Happy
Chanukah!  We are all familiar with the story…For
the fun of it, I did a Google search (and where
would we be without Google?) about the Holiday. 
According to one Google site that I found,
torahtots.com, it says “Chanukah is a wonderful
holiday of renewed dedication, faith, hope and
spiritual light.  It’s a holiday that says:  ‘Never lose
hope.’”  What a simple, but powerful message to
convey.  Here are my thoughts about not losing
hope:

In 2000, the movie “Pay It Forward” was released.  
For those of you who are not familiar with the story
line, it’s about a middle school teacher who assigns
his students to share what they would do to make
the world a better place.  One of the students truly
“got it”.  He came up with a plan that if he would
“pay it forward” in other words, do something
extraordinarily nice or perform a good deed for
three people, and those three people would each in
turn do the same for three more people, and so on
and so on…eventually we would all be touched by
and focused on, as trite as this phrase may be,
“making the world a better place.”  How often do
you get in a situation where someone has gone the
extra mile for you, or visa versa, and they ask you,
“What can I ever do to pay you back?” Next time
you’re there, consider replying, “don’t pay me back,
pay it forward.”  To some of you, this way of living
may sound overly simplistic or naïve, but it is a way
of living that when I’m feeling sorry for myself,
“gives me hope.” Think about, if we look at
Chanukah in this light, pun intended, we could
celebrate it every day.

Carol Barnett
President

Porter Reel Read Program

Congratulations to Alex Barnett, Amanda Brendle,
and Gillian Brennan who earned movie tickets from
the Porter Reel Read Program, by reading two
books on their grade level and reporting on them.

We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Following Contributions to The New
Reform Temple

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

In Honor of Rabbi Cukierkorn’s Birthday
Dr. & Mrs. Rolfe Becker
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brod
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Dreyer
Mr. & Mrs. Rip Grossman
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Swartzman
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Trenton
Dr. & Mrs. Marc Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Uhlmann III

To Purchase Judaica
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Lefkovitz

In Honor of Megan & Brandon Turner’s Wedding
by Dr. & Mrs. Marc Turner

To the Temple

In Honor of Lois & Sam Weiner’s Monument
Unveiling
by Mr. & Mrs. Larry Goldstein

��������	
�

����
������
�	�������������	�
���
����
���������������
�����
�	�	��


�����	�������
�
����	�����������
�



6

December Birthdays

01 Vern Davidson
01 Alec Hill
01 Jerry Miller
02 Martha Atlas
02 Jay Menitove
02 Daniel Weinbaum
04 Jake Hiersteiner
04 Gene Strauss
05 Linda Braude
05 Max Feinstein
05 Zoe Honeck
06 Annette Bloch
06 Erica Holmes
07 Diane Krizek
09 Andrew Fromm

09 Doug Ghertner
09 Joseph Greenbaum
09 Abigail Margolin
09 Isabel Margolin
10 Frances Levitch
10 Angela Levy
10 Max Wasserstrom 
11 Melissa Fate
11 Vicki Levi
11 Keith Novorr
11 Loretta Rice
12 Meredith Angrist
12 Ellen Bresky
13 Alexandra Copaken

13 David Isenberg
13 Fran Kapleau
13 Philip Pell
14 Hannah Bortnick
15 Michael Watson
16 Gene Dreyer
16 Rocky Horowitz
18 Matthew Erdner
18 Dana Holifield
18 Allison Kipke
18 Tom Schoenfeld
20 Jeremy Belzer
21 Ann Ghertner
22 Andrea Brown

22 Patrick Newman
23 Keith Durwood
23 Sarah Stites
24 Kate Isenberg
24 Ed Porter
25 Kristine Spitcaufsky
28 Kathleen Derman
28 Sis Rosenberg
29 Susan Fate
29 Henry Freilich
30 Joshua Bortnick
30 Ellen Eisen
30 Daniel Rainey
31 Sarabeth Barnett
31 Nancy Stern

December Anniversaries

01 Daniel & Erin Margolin
04 Henry & Betty Jo Marder
20 Neil & Susan Sloman
22 Andrew & Lynne Greenstein

25 Bob & Carole Freilich
26 Fred & Rosanne Wickman
27 Craig & Carol Wilson
27 Gene & Diane Bileski

27 Kenneth & Pam Weiner
29 Marc & Linda Turner
31 Eric & Nancy Batdorf
31 Gene & Saurine Brown

Camp Night

A fun time was awaiting everyone who stayed after
the Family Shabbat Service on November 9. We
had a hot dog dinner followed by smores over a
campfire out in our parking lot.
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Hanukkah Blessings

Keep this to use during the week of Hanukkah.  Begi n with one candle on Tuesday evening,
December 4, (not counting the Shamash light) and in creasing on each evening until there is

eight on the night of Tuesday, December 11.

Ba-ruch Atah Adonai Elo-hay-nu Melech ha-o-lam ah-s hare kid-sha-nu
b'mitz-vo-tav v'tzi-va-nu I-had-leek nayr shel Hanukk ah

Let us praise God, Ruler of the Universe, who hallo ws us through laws
and ethical teachings, and commands us to kindle th e Hanukkah lights.

Ba-ruch Atah Adonai Elo-hay-nu Melech ha-o-lam sh’a h-sah nee-seem
la-avo-taynu u-l’ee-mo-tay-nu, ba-ya-meem ha-haym, baz-man ha-zeh

Let us praise God, ruler of the Universe, who perfo rmed
wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old, at  this season.

(The following Blessing is recited on the first eve ning only)

Ba-ruch Atah Adonai, Elo-hay-nu Melech ha-o-lam sh’ he-chee-ya-nu
v'kee-y’ma-nu v'he-gee-ya-nu laz-man ha-zeh

Let us praise God, Ruler of the Universe, for givin g us life, 
for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach thi s day of joy.

We kindle these lights in remembrance of the wondrous deliverances which
God performed for our ancestors.  During the eight days of Hanukkah, these
lights are holy.  We are to use them for no other purpose than to behold them,
that we may give thanks for God’s wondrous acts of deliverance. 
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YAHRZEITS

"The memory of the righteous shall be for a blessing"

DECEMBER 7
Ellis G. Bradley
Ida Bartfeld Brod
Aron Cukierkorn
Roselle Endlich
Liesl Frankle
Louis Galamba, Sr. 
Leslie M. Lyon
Bart R. Morse, Jr. 
Myer Pearlman
Margaret Robinson
David Rothberg
Norman Sloman
Dorothy Steinzeig

DECEMBER 14
Marjorie Bergson
Marwyn Cohen
Barton P. Cohen
Morris E. Dreyfus
Lillian Fedotin
Harrison Fink
Ella R. Goldberger
Sarah Green
Meyer Hellerstein
Ida Hellerstein
H. Morton Helzberg, D.D.S. 
Albert Kalikow
Gus Kaufman
Vivian K. Oppenheimer
William B. Pashkow
Marianne Snower

DECEMBER 21
Esther L. Berlau
Isadore Bigus
Selma Block
Robert J. Bordeau
Evelyn Friedman
Harry Gibson
Abe A. Goldberg
Alexander E. Goldberger
Mary Nan Goldman
Sophia Goodman
Arvin Gottlieb
Michael Litan
Robert L. Rosenwald
Abe O. Sackin
Stephen J. Schoenfeld
Clara Slatinsky
Ethel Snyder
Harry Statland, M.D. 
Ida Statland
Herbert Wolf

DECEMBER 28
Margie Alperson
Ruth G. Baum
Alvin H. Berlau
Beatrice Hyman Block
Donald J. Galamba
Bess Gottstein
Mae Miller
Tulio Moltifiori
Jacob A. Ryder
Barry Saltzman
Louis Solomon
Elaine Stern
Regina Straus
Julianna S. Wolkoff


