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HAPPENINGS
APRIL 2008 NUMBER EIGHT

From Our Rabbi

As we get ready for Passover, we are commanded to
think about freedom.

In every generation there has been a Pharaoh in the
form of a person or an issue that oppresses us. 

There is little doubt in my mind that in our days that
issue is the unevenness in ownership of guns.
Columbine, Kirkwood, Virginia Tech, Ward Parkway
Shopping Center – are these echoes from our recent
past or portents for our immediate future? Any
thinking American must know that the question isn’t
“if”, it’s “when and where” another horrible shooting
and mass murder will take place.

A society that tolerates metal detectors as a part of its
school system and public gathering places; or,
supports legislators who endorse the concealed carry
of lethal weapons as a rational necessity toward the
reduction of random violence has clearly lost its way.
One thing is to own a gun for hunting, regardless of
how distasteful this may sound. A totally different
one is to be able to own an AK47 assault rifle.

Judaism’s great contribution to the civilized world’s
ethos is the Ten Commandments, the most important
of which is: Thou shalt not murder. How is the
current state of affairs conducive to that?

America’s great contribution to the civilized world’s
ethos is modern democracy – the will of the majority
of the people shall govern them. Is the current
situation the will of the majority of Americans?

The time has arrived for America’s Jews to remind
our fellow citizens of the scope of that First
Commandment. We don’t have to change the
Constitution to eliminate handguns and assault

weapons as everyday accessories of contemporary
culture.

Your life and the lives of your children and
grandchildren may well depend on it. Let us again be
the voice of reason. It is time to speak out against this
modern Pharaoh. Let freedom ring!

Sincerely,

Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn

On March 6, Rabbi Cukierkorn delivered the
Invocation for the KC City Council Meeting. Pictured
are Councilwoman Beth Gottstein, Mayor Mark
Funkhouser, and Rabbi Cukierkorn.



2

WORSHIP HOURS

April 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Family Shabbat - Yachad

April 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Service will be led by Margaret Lange

April 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker - Karen Herman

April 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

Lunch With the Rabbi

Meet the Rabbi for lunch on Wednesday, April 9
at 12:00 at Governor Stumpy’s, 321 E. Gregory, 
and discuss the topic “How to make the most of
your Passover Seder.”  Call the Temple office to
make your reservation.

 Family Shabbat & Dinner

Join us for a relaxing “homey” Shabbat on Friday,
April 4 at 6 pm, as we enjoy special music by
Yachad, a lasagna and home made spaghetti dinner,
and a night of games and crafts. Seating will be
limited so get your reservation in early! Adults $8,
children $4. Call the Temple office to make your
dinner reservation. Our Family Shabbat service is
geared to our youngest members and their families. 

Adult Education

Join the Rabbi at the Temple on Tuesday, April 15
at 7 pm. Our topic will be “Passover Traditions of
Many Lands.” If you are interested in dinner that
night, join us at the Taj Mahal (75th & Wornall) at 6
pm for dinner before the discussion

Shabbat Service - Guest Speaker

We welcome one of our own as Karen Herman will
be our guest speaker during our Shabbat Service on
Friday, April 18 at 6 pm. 

Karen and Mike Herman attended the first
conference for US Catholic and Jewish lay leaders
at the Vatican in Rome. On the 18th, Karen will
speak about the Conference, Vatican II, Nostra
Aetate and subsequent media coverage about Pope
Benedict’s re-instatement of the Latin mass for
some of the Catholics who want to return to the
more traditional liturgy, which raises some issues
for us as Jews. We will have an opportunity to
discuss implications – positive and negative. Invite
your most thoughtful Catholic friends!

THE NEW REFORM TEMPLE
7100 Main Street at Gregory
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Phone: 816-523-7809   Fax: 816-523-2454
E-Mail: nrt7100@aol.com
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From Our President

Dear Fellow Members,

This month we celebrate Passover, as you know, the
holiday which we are reminded of our forefathers
surviving over four hundred years of slavery in
Egypt.  It is a story of hope wrapped around
sacrifice and miracles.  At the end of the day, it
gives us the opportunity to gather with family and
friends, and reflect how fortunate we truly are to be
living in a country where we enjoy freedom of
religion.  Tom (who becomes “Rabbi for an
evening”), Samantha and I host Passover at our
home; we usually number around twenty, depending
on how many kids are able to make it home from
college.  It is probably one of our favorite
holidays…we view it as a springtime Thanksgiving,
with the bonus of all of our participating in telling
such an essential story.  That night, our home is
filled with delicious food (especially my mom’s
macaroons), lively discussions and lots of laughter. 
Of course, there’s nothing quite like listening to
twenty non-singers crooning Dayenu.  

Every year at Passover I recall one of my most
memorable Seders; I was 10.  We ended up having
Passover at home for the first time ever.  For years,
probably about since my parents had been married,
we had Passover at a country club.  We gathered
with family friends, as all of our immediate families
were so small.  We participated more out of
obligation than desire. Back to that special
Seder…because of the riots in Kansas City that
spring, there was a curfew in place, so we had
Passover at home, just the seven of us.  Without a
doubt, we all decided unanimously that evening’s
Seder was the most special Passover we had ever
celebrated; thus, a tradition was born.

Without my realizing it at the time, freedom took on
a whole new meaning that night.  Today, living in
our “blackberry” world, we have a tendency to take
for granted and, worse yet, forget the “miracles” we
receive every day…perhaps that is the main reason
I’m thankful we have such a holiday to celebrate our
good fortune.  This year, when you are gathered
around the table with your family and or friends, I
encourage each of you to take a moment to reflect

on a miracle in your life; or, perhaps you will start a
tradition of your own this year.   Tom, Samantha
and I wish all of you a memorable Passover
celebration.

Carol Barnett
President

Were you able to come to our last Family Shabbat
dinner? If you didn’t, then you missed out on some
great karaoke singing by the kids. There were even a
few adults trying their vocal skills by the end of the
evening. 

At the craft table, Margaret Lange, our Program
Director, helped the kids in creating their own
masks.
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From Our Religious School

I hope everyone had a fun spring vacation and a
chance to thaw out. Religious School is down to the
last five sessions for this year! Please remember, we
only are holding one morning service starting at
9:30am. The 8th and 9th graders are now enjoying
sleeping in on Sunday mornings after taking part in
the retreat at Wildwood last fall. The Confirmation
class is heading to New York mid April before
making final preparations for their Confirmation
service on May 16.

The Annual Mitzvah Market will be held on April
27 at 10am in the Uhlmann Social Hall. Students in
grades PreK-6 will learn what three local charitable
organizations do in the community. The students
will be able to give their tzedakah to the
organization that interests them most. It is a great
opportunity for them to see that the money they
bring in each week actually helps someone here in
Kansas City.

The Purim Carnival was a big success and fun for
all the kids, and congratulations to all the raffle
prize winners. The costume parade, games, food,
and raffle were very exciting. A big thank you to
Geri Weinbaum for organizing the carnival, Barb
Bloch for securing many raffle prizes and much
more, and Ashley Katz’s hamantaschen. We
couldn’t have done this without the help of
members of the Social Action committee, students
from the youth group, and 8th/9th graders who
made this fun for all. 

We are off on April 20th for Passover, and the last
day will be May 11th.

Have a wonderful Passover and enjoy the spring.

Ann Brendle
Religious School Director
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Following Contributions to the
Temple

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
by the Henry & Marion Bloch Philanthropic Fund
by Mr. & Mrs. James Gerson
by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rudd
by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sight
by Mr. & Mrs. Ira Stein

In Memory of Lee Dorfman Chick
In Memory of Richard Epstein
In Memory of Marjorie Navran Frontman
In Memory of Jean Rubenstein
by Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Dreyer

In Memory of Ben Lefkovitz’s Yahrzeit
In Memory of Esther Lefkovitz’s Yahrzeit
In Memory of Bess Lazere Yettra’s Yahrzeit
by Mr. & Mrs. Bob Lazere

To the Temple
by Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Poisner

In Memory of Paul Goodman’s Yahrzeit
by David & John Goodman

In Honor of Esther Loeb’s Birthday
In Honor of Abe & Sis Rosenberg’s Anniversary
by Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brod

In Memory of Dorothy Schoenfeld’s Yahrzeit
by Mr. & Mrs. Fred Schoenfeld

We Need Your Help

Please make Rabbi Cukierkorn aware of any
Temple members who are hospitalized or just in
need of a visit. You can reach Rabbi on his cell
phone at 913-940-1011.

If you or one of your friends is having a special
birthday, anniversary, or something else wonderful
is happening in your life, please let Rabbi know so
that he can share in your joy.

The Seeds of Sun Jazz Concert was a relaxing way
to end the Purim weekend. Again we want to thank
Ann & Kenny Baum for their generous sponsorship
of the concert.

Community Wide Second Night of
Passover Seder

The community is invited to participate in a new
and unique contemporary Second Night of Passover
Seder experience on Sunday, April 20, beginning at
6:30 p.m. at Congregation Beth Shalom, 9400
Wornall Road. Rabbis Alan Cohen of Congregation
Beth Shalom, Arthur Nemitoff of the The Temple,
Congregation B’nai Jehudah and Scott White of
Congregation Ohev Shalom along with Cantor Rob
Menes of Congregation Beth Shalom will lead
attendees through an interactive journey from
slavery through the 15 steps to freedom. Enjoy a
traditional Passover meal without the preparation
while relaxing and sharing the evening with others
from throughout the Jewish community. The Seder
will be Kosher for Passover.

For more information or to obtain a reservation
form, contact Annette Fish at afprogram@aol.com
or 913-327-4622. Prepaid reservations are required
by April 11. After that date, reservations will be
accepted on a space available basis, and costs will
increase.
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April Birthdays

01 Sue Belzer
01 Bernard Brown
01 Debra Parmet
01 Robert Sight III
01 Barbara Smoliar
02 Steve Bresky
02 Errol Copilevitz
02 Kevin Goldstein
03 Phoebe Unterman
04 Kay Schoenfeld
05 Bill Reisler
06 Samantha Barnett
06 Irv Belzer
06 Jack Greenbaum
06 Jerome Grunt
06 Michael Novorr
06 Bonnie Winston
07 Beckett Angrist
07 Susan Strauss
08 Maria Alfie
08 Barbara Goldstein
08 Ben Reisler

08 Una Strauss
09 Phil Brown
09 Laura Katz
09 Susie Thill
10 Marjorie Kaplan
10 Nancy Kohn
11 Dan Bortnick
11 Robert Lazere
11 Victoria Novorr
11 Margaret Schoenfeld
11 Brooke Vittor
12 Lecie Davis
12 Jim Holzmark
13 Bunni Copaken
13 Melynn Sight
13 Jeanne Sosland
13 Brian Tucci
14 Lynn Heidgerken
16 Dick Levin
17 Leo Helzberg
17 Susan Hughes

18 Madeline Epsten
18 Madeline Wilson
18 Ella Wilson
19 Tom Brown
19 Piper Rainen
20 Jack Brozman
20 Joseph Levin
20 Susie Milgram
21 Richard Derman
21 Beth Gottstein
21 Asher Weinbaum
22 Elizabeth Helzberg
22 Lois Lazere
22 Don Mnookin
22 Logan Schuman
23 Allen Block
23 Ellie Davis
23 Walter Fromm
24 Elizabeth Bresky
24 Jeff Flora
24 Charles Fromm

24 Herbert Kohn
24 Byron Milgram
24 Sally Valenti
25 Thelma Dreyer
25 Dan Fromm
25 Amy Sachse
26 Noah Buhayar
27 Reesa Helzberg
27 Symie Menitove
28 Cameron Hampton
28 Maura Mitchelson
28 Joel Resnick
28 Nancy Sachse
28 Meleeya Schwartz
29 Gardiner Davis
29 Caroline Fromm
29 Marc Solomon
30 Manuel Baraban
30 Benjamin Davidson
30 Lauren Dicapo
30 Sam Epsten
30 Adele Levi

April Anniversaries

02 Daniel & Geri Weinbaum
07 David & Lisa Adkins
07 Michael & Susan Fate

07 Rob & Susan Sight
08 Tom & Kelly Dreyer
08 David & Carol Porter

13 Keith & Amy Copaken
21 Harry & Marcia Berlau
22 Keith & Victoria Novorr
26 Kerry & Brenda Bush

Private Coaching Sessions for
Interfaith Couples

* Do you and your family have interfaith
questions to clarify?

* Are interfaith issues complicating your
marriage or family relationships?

* Would you like to speak privately with a
relationship coach who specializes in
interfaith relationship issues?

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions,
perhaps it’s time for some help. Couples or
individuals who have no yet participated in the

Genesis Interpersonal Issues or Family Ties courses
may meet with Susan Tivol, MSW, at the
subsidized rate of $100 for two one-hour sessions.
Call 913-754-2284 to arrange a day and time for
your private coaching session.
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Mothers Circle: Drop-In Discussion

Free drop in discussion session provides the perfect
way to learn about Judaism and Jewish parenting.
Refreshments are provided. The next group meeting
is 10-11:30 am, Sunday, April 6 in the ASK Room
of the JCC.

There is no charge, and free childcare is available. 

Breakfast with Israeli Diplomat for
Israel at 60

The Jewish Community Relations Bureau/American
Jewish Committee presents a breakfast with the
Honorable Dr. Andy David, Deputy Consul General
of Israel to the Midwest on Tuesday, April 29 from
7:30-8:45 am. The breakfast will be held at the JCC.
His topic will be “Change in the Middle Eastern
Power Balance and it’s Reflection on Current
Politics of Conflicts.” There is no charge to attend,
but reservation are required by Thursday, April 24
at jcrbajc@jewishkc.org or 913-327-8127.

Deputy Consul General Any David
to Speak on Iran

Dr. Andy David, Deputy Consul General of Israel to
the Midwest, will address the second program in the
Viewpoints Young Leaders Series of the JCRB/AJC
on Monday April 28 at 7:30 pm. His topic will be
“Spotlight on Iran: How Will Iran Impact Israel and
the U.S. This Year and Beyond?” the program will
be held at the home of Gina Kaiser and David Gale.

The Series is open to young Jewish adults and their
significant others, 25-45 years of age “more or
less,” who care about the world around them, enjoy
intelligent conversation, challenging ideas, and
being with those who share their interests.

There is no charge to attend, but please RSVP to the
JCRB/AJC office at 913-327-8128

“Moral Courage: They Were Just
People”

Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn and Bill Tammeus,
Kansas City Star faith columnist, are co-authoring a
book about courageous Polish gentiles who risked
their lives to save Jews during the Holocaust. Be
among the first to hear the stories they have
documented about the incredible bravery of ordinary
people in extraordinary times.

The Lunch ‘n’ Learn will be presented from 12:15-
1:45 pm Wednesday, April 16 at the JCC. Fee is
$10 per person; Melton Alumni Association
members attend free of charge. Those wishing to
pre-order a Subway Kosher Deli box lunch for $7
should register by Monday, April 14, by contacting
Jeff Goldenberg, JCC Dept. of Adult Jewish
Learning, at 913-327-4647 or jeffg@jewishkc.org.
Attendees may also bring their own pareve sack
lunch.

Yom HaShoah/Holocaust Memorial
Service

The general community is invited to this annual
observance that honors the memory of those who
died during the Holocaust and the lives of those
who survived. The event will take place on Sunday,
May 4 at 1:30 pm at the JCC.

A moving candle lighting ceremony in memory of
the six million Jews who perished will include
Holocaust survivors, Children of Survivors,
Grandchildren of Survivors, Jewish War Veterans,
March of the Living participants, and a
representative of the Jewish Community.

Sponsors are the Midwest Center for Holocaust
Education, Jewish Community Relations Bureau/
American Jewish Committee, and the Jewish
Community Center. There is no charge to attend.
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YAHRZEITS

"The memory of the righteous shall be for a blessing"

APRIL 4
F. Arnold Alpert
Alan Angrist
Stanford S. Block
Clara Feinstein
Fred Goldman, Sr.
Jonathan M. Hoffman
Esther Lefkovitz
William G. Levi
Edith M. Lotman
Seymour Neuberger
Arthur J. Stern
Beverly Wolfe

APRIL 11
Beverlee Bosley
Avrum Feinstein
Sidney Kamen
Elliot Katz
Rosalind Nachman
Harold Pener
John Rodarte
Hannah Rothberg
Rosen
Eugene Taxman
Margery Vogel
James M. Wolf
Ben Wolfe
Virginia Wright

APRIL 18
Frances Wickman Adler 
Mabel Adler
Abraham Baime
Mrs. Tse-Huan Chang
Marcus Eastman
Howard Honeck
Herbert H. Kaufmann, M.D.
Erwin Lewandowski 
Bert Lyon
Elizabeth Pell
Robert E. Rosenwald
Lottie Rothberg
David Rudd
Evelyn Spitcaufsky
Bertram Stern
Selma Uhlmann
Harriet Walts
Adeline Weissman 
David A. Zale

APRIL 25
Dr. Hans J. Adler
Julio Edwardo Alfie
George K. Baum
Jennie Cohen
Lionel Fedotin
Fannie Goldstien
Marian K. Greenwood
Elaine Kaplan
Philip Modell
Estelle Teller Neiman
Regina H. Siegel
Hortense Starr
Henrietta Traktman
Beatrice Wolfe


