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HAPPENINGS
SEPTEMBER 2007 NUMBER ONE

From Our Rabbi

The world is going to end…

… On December 21, 2012, according to a Mayan
Stele (that is a carved stone block) I saw in Quirigua,
Guatemala.  According to the Mayan calculation, the
circle of time will come to an end on that date.

Apparently prognosticating the end of times is quite
popular.  Sir Isaac Newton, the father of modern
physics and astronomy, predicted the world would
end in 2060 in a 1704 letter that went on show
recently in Jerusalem, at the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem.  If one looks up the concept of “end of
times” on the Internet, one will find these and many
more “predictions”.  Yet, as many predictions there
are, they all seem to be wrong.  Who can forget the
Y2K debacle? For me that was nothing short of
millennial fears dressed in a technological garb. Since
it was not scientific to say the world was going to end
on the year 2000, people decided that computers
would end then…

Yet none has proved right. After all, there is no end
of time or end of the World. That is because our
world is not really ours; we are only part of this
world. The World belongs to God, and God is beyond
time. God does not need time, we do. Time is a
human construct.  Humans live in time and need
time. Because we are time bound creatures we can
only understand the world in terms of time.

As we gather to celebrate the Jewish New Year 5768,
we should keep this truth in mind.  The Jewish New
Year does not celebrate God’s birthday; the New
Year is for people, not for God.  In fact the date we
observe the Rosh Hashanah is the First of Tishrei, the
date in which mankind was created according to
tradition.  According to Vaykra Rabbah (29:1) the
world was created on the 25th of Elul, and mankind

on the First of Tishrei.  So Rosh Hashanah is the
birthday of our creation, not that of the world and
much less of God, who is beyond time.

The function of the High Holidays is to remind us,
mortal and time bound individuals of what is undying
and beyond time.  The High Holidays are meant to
remind us of God, of our faith and of our duty to the
world and one another.  Regardless if you go to a
synagogue or temple daily, weekly or just for the High
Holidays, take this opportunity to think about what is
eternal and true in your life.
Sincerely,

Rabbi Jacques Cukierkorn
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Yachad for the High Holy Days
Family Services

New this year will be the participation of Yachad,
the Traveling Tefillah Band, in our Family Services

for both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Please
note that our Family Services will start at 5:30
p.m. for both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Our 8:15 p.m. service for those evenings will still be
our traditional service and music you all know and
love from Carlene Neihart and our High Holy Day
choir.

Study Session on Yom Kippur

Join us on Satruday, September 22 at 1:30 p.m. as
our member, David Adkins, will lead the study
session on “Be the Change for a Better World”.
David will discuss the pressing need for community
engagement and how each of us can help restore the
vitality and relevance of the “public square”.

SABBATH & HOLY DAY SERVICES

Sabbath Services
September 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:45 p.m.

Sanctuary Dedication & Family Shabbat with
Danny Maseng and Yachad

September 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

September 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

High Holy Day Services

Rosh Hashanah Eve
Wednesday, September 12

Family Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
with Yachad

Main Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:15 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day
Thursday, September 13

Morning Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
A reception will follow afterwards in the Social Hall

Children’s Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:00 p.m.

Yom Kippur Eve
Friday, September 21

Family Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.
with Yachad

Main Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:15 p.m.

Yom Kippur Day
Saturday, September 22

Morning Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
Study Session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:30 p.m.

Guest Speaker - David Adkins

Children’s Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:00 p.m.
Afternoon Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3:00 p.m.
Memorial & Concluding Service . . . . . . . 4:00 p.m.

Please be sure to arrive

early to the High Holy

Day Services.

THE NEW REFORM TEMPLE
7100 Main Street at Gregory
Kansas City, Missouri 64114

Phone: 816-523-7809   Fax: 816-523-2454
E-Mail: nrt7100@aol.com
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Sanctuary Dedication & Special
Family Shabbat

On Friday, September 7 at 5:45 pm we will have
a ceremonial ribbon cutting ceremony to dedicate
our newly remodeled sanctuary. Then stay for a
wonderful worship experience as we welcome
Danny Maseng and Yachad. Come and hear the
musical treasures of the worship service as Danny
and Yachad provide some very special music for us.

Danny Maseng was born in Israel to American
parents and first came to the United States to star on
Broadway in Only Fools are Sad. He wrote and
composed the critically acclaimed off-Broadway
musical Wasting Time with Harry Davidowitz.
Danny is also one of the most popular and respected
composers of contemporary music for Synagogue
worship services. We are privileged to have Danny
with us on this first Family Service of the fall
season.

Following service you are invited to join us in the
Social Hall for a special reception in honor of our
special guests and the dedication of the sanctuary.

Religious School Pancake Breakfast

Start off the first day of Religious School on

Sunday, September 9 at 9:30 a.m. with our annual
pancake breakfast. After breakfast, we’ll have a
short meeting  and an open house so you can
familiarize yourself with your children’s classrooms
and teachers.

Babysitting for the High Holy Days

Babysitting services will be provided in the
Temple’s Levin Library for the High Holy Days.
We ask that you please call in advance to make
reservations.

Memorial Book
We will print the Memorial Book for Yom Kippur
exactly as we did last year. Therefore, you only need
to call the Temple office by September 10 if there
are any additions you wish to make.

Councilwoman Visits with our Social
Action Committee

Beth Gottstein, the first Jewish woman to serve on
Kansas City’s Missouri’s City Council, was guest
speaker at New Reform Temple’s Social Action
Committee meeting on July 25, 2007.  She is a
member of NRT and was recently elected as a
citywide councilperson.  

The committee was interested in Ms. Gottstein’s
input on how NRT might be of service to the
Kansas City community.  Ms. Gottstein mentioned
several community agencies that might benefit from
our collection drives and other volunteer services.
She also mentioned how difficult it was to raise
money for agencies that serve the homeless.  

Other items mentioned during Ms. Gottstein’s
remarks were the need to focus on the capital needs
of the city and the problem of violence in the city.
Ms. Gottstein spends Friday nights in Westport and
has observed the need for more police officers in
that area.

Ms. Gottstein closed her presentation to the
committee by remarking how glad she is to be a part
of her congregation’s efforts “to assume a
leadership role in preserving tikkun olam in the
secular community.”
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From Our President

Dear Fellow Members,

Welcome back!  I hope all of you have had a
wonderful summer, filled with lots of fun and
exciting activities, or perhaps filled with lots of
R&R.  

The Temple itself had anything but a vacation this
summer.  As you may be aware, after months and
months of hard work and steering by the Building
Committee, led by Pam Fleischer, Barbara
Fleischer, and Barb Bloch (“general contractor”),
our sanctuary has had a complete renovation.  Our
pews, which were acquired by our founding
members, were able to be salvaged and restored;
they received a beautiful facelift (plus a few nails
and supports).  I think it’s so cool that as we go
forward, we have managed to preserve such a
meaningful part of our history.

I’ve been busy myself, too, this summer, not only
with the typical “having it all” stuff, but acclimating
to my new role as our Board President.  Thankfully,
our immediate past President, Ann Darke, paved the
way very smoothly for me.  Needless to say, I am
very excited and enthusiastic about my new role. 
True to the spirit of the Board, many Board
members have already stepped up to the plate and
have done a superb job of making me feel much
more at ease about this responsibility.  I am so up
for the challenge.  

Rabbi Jacques, enthusiastic and engaging as ever
and in his eighth year as our Rabbi, also became a
President himself this summer…President of the
Kansas City Rabbinical Association.  The
Association is for Rabbis of all branches of the
Jewish faith. They meet to exchange ideas and build
a stronger sense of the Jewish community as a
whole.

Our Religious School Director, Ann Brendle and
Religious School Committee Chair, Judy
Fudemberg are anticipating another inspiring year of
Sunday School.  In fact, they’re introducing a new
program for 8th and 9th graders…a fall retreat.  Once
again, we have very strong enrollment.  Herb Adler

and Pat Stein have also been planning throughout
the summer for many upcoming engaging programs
for the Social Action Committee.  Next, two new
Board Members, Diane Robinson and Diana
Resnick have agreed to co-chair the Programming
Committee; they along with our new Program
Director, Margaret Lange, have lots in the making
for the upcoming year.  Stay tuned.  

Meanwhile, Tom, Sam and I wish you and your
families a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Carol Barnett
President

We Gratefully Acknowledge the
Following Contributions to the
Temple

To the Levin Library

In Memory of Maynard Brown and Milton Brown
by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Nachman

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

In Appreciation
by Mr. & Mrs. Irv Belzer
by Diane Krizek & Gene Bileski
by Ms. Yvonne Cordeiro
by Mr. & Mrs. Mike Herman
by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kuluva
by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rosenblum
by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Uhlmann
by Mr. & Mrs. David Vittor
by The Wally Foundation
by Mr. & Mrs. Ken Weiner

In Honor of Jackson & Tyler Auerbach’s Naming
by Mr. & Mrs. Chad Auerbach

In Honor of Hannah Bortnick’s Bat Mitzvah
by Dr. & Mrs. Dan Bortnick

In Memory of Maynard Brown and Milton Brown
by Mr. & Mrs. Henry Bloch
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In Honor of Megan & Adam Carr’s Wedding
by Ms. Linda Watson

In Honor of the 2007 Confirmation Class
by Mr. Herb Alder

In Honor of Raquel & Dahlia Cukierkorn’s
Birthdays
by Mr. & Mrs. Ira Stein

In Memory of Richard Epstein
by Mrs. Harriet Epstein

In Honor of Zoey Gunter’s Baby Naming
by Mr. & Mrs. Craig Wilson

In Memory of Margaret Jacob
by the Jacob Family

In Honor of Shepard Johnson’s Baby Naming
by Mr. & Mrs. Tom Lefkovitz

In Memory of Prof. Liviu Librescu
by the Honorable & Mrs. Harold Lowenstein

In Honor of Heather & Dr. Jay Padratzik’s Wedding
by Dr. & Mrs. Robert Cohen

In Memory of Lena & Eugene Sackin’s Yahrzeit
by Mr. & Mrs. Erwin Sackin

In Honor of Carol Trenton’s Birthday
by Mr. & Mrs. Ed Porter

To the Sally Valenti Children’s Fund

In Honor of Carol Barnett’s Presidency
by Mr. & Mrs. Howard Rosen

To the Temple

In Honor of Beatrice Barker’s Baby Naming
by Mr. & Mrs. Ray Barker

In Memory of Milton Brown
by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Stern
by Mr. Jeff Wolfe

In Memory of Margery Greenberg
by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Nachman

In Memory of Serena Hammer
by Mr. & Mrs. Mark Davis

In Memory of Richard Epstein
by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brockman
by Mr. & Mrs. Donald Brod
by Mr. & Mrs. Fred Schoenfeld

In Honor of Janice & Herman Lowenstein
by the Honorable & Mrs. Harold Lowenstein

In Honor of Betty Slegman’s Birthday
by Mrs. Jane Ehrlich

In Honor of Carol Trenton’s Birthday
by Ms. Dorothy Duncan
by Mr. Richard Levin
by Mrs. Marilyn Goldman

Consecration

Friday, October 5, we will celebrate the official
start of Jewish learning by our youngest students.
Come join us and enjoy each other’s company as we
take delight in some mouth watering barbeque
following the service.  If you want to participate in
the dinner, please let the Temple office know by
October 3. The cost of the barbeque is $12 for
adults and $6 for children and will need to be paid
before the dinner. 

Welcome New Temple

Members!

Louis & Sandra Ashner

Ray Barker & Alexandra Fox
Beatrice Barker
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September Birthdays

01 Ben Bloch
01 Ruth Fedotin
01 Marcie Pell
02 Jim Gerson
02 Andrew Ghadimi
03 Ray Barker
04 Eric Neuberger
05 Annie Davidson
05 Jane Krakauer
06 Phyllis Brod
06 Samuel Uhlmann
07 Stevi Brick
07 Patricia Slosburg
07 Karen Tenenbaum
09 Lynne Cohen

10 Larry Judy
11 Stuart Wien
12 Michael Fate
12 Amy Glashow
12 George Heidgerken
12 John Helzberg
12 Susan Horowitz
12 Diana Resnick
13 Emily Kovacs
13 Sophie Sosland
13 Jim Ward
14 Lisa Block
15 Salomon Alfie
15 Dylan Markey

15 Heidi Molos
15 Ernest Weinstein
17 Andrew Trout
18 SuEllen Fried
18 Benjamin Wickman
19 Laura Greenbaum
19 Mikaela Judy
19 Craig Schuman
20 Ira Stein
20 Robert Uhlmann
21 Steve Block
21 Bud Brown
21 Megan Grossman
21 Erika Levy

22 Gloria Block
23 Leonard Hughes
24 Harry Berlau
25 Jon Baum
25 Brenda Bush
26 Fran Mayer
27 Aaron Parmet
29 Bernie Fromm
29 Grace Slosburg
30 Jason Bloch
30 Cheryl Bosley
30 Cathy Hiersteiner
30 Brena Levy
30 Linsay Turner

September Anniversaries

01 Bert & Joan Berkley
03 Paul & Julie Erdner
03 Larry & Susan Judy
04 Ray & Alex Barker
07 Phil & Janelle Brown
08 Ed & Norma Gorsuch
08 John Spertus & Sarah Hoffmann

09 Bob & Betty Slegman
12 Barton & Phyllis Cohen
12 Michael & Diane Levin
12 Robert & Margaret Litan
15 Alex & Debbie Buhayar
15 Jack & Jean Nachman
15 Richard & Jean Rubenstein

16 Brad & Ginny Epsten
16 Jerry & Lauren Miller
20 Tom & Margaret Brown
20 Bill & Vicki Reisler
28 Stanley & Edith Hellerstein
30 Ken & Lisa Block
30 Donald & Phyllis Brod

Correction to Anniversary Book

We are sorry that Kim Brown was mistakenly
omitted from the 1972 Confirmation Class listing.

Mothers Circle Course

Women of other religious backgrounds who are
raising Jewish children meet approximately twice
a month over eight months to learn how to create
a Jewish home for their family. This course is free
of charge but there is a $37 book fee. The first
meeting is Monday, September 10 from 9:45 am -
11:45 am in the ASK Room of the JCC.

Open Door Drop-In Discussion

“Daddy/Mommy, Why aren’t you Jewish?”
Answering Your Kids’ Questions About their
Interfaith Family.

Come for the first Open Door Drop-in Discussion
of the season, where you’ll find lively dialogue
and support. This free, informal group meets four
times during the year, taking on topics that affect
interfaith families. Sunday, September 16 from 10
am - 11:30 am in the ASK Room of the JCC.
Please RSVP to Tamara Lawson Schuster at 913-
754-2284.
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Career Management Services

Career Management Services provides career counseling services to members of the Jewish community.
They provide assistance with resume and cover letter writing, interview preparation, skills and interest
identification and many other services to help those who are unemployed or underemployed, changing
careers or re-entering the workforce. Fees are determined on a sliding scale and no one is denied services
based on their ability to pay.

Career Management Services needs help from the Jewish community! If you own a business and have
position openings, let them know! If the company you work for is hiring, they want to know about it!,
Contact Cheryl Intrater at 913-327-8130 or cwatson_intrater@hotmail.com to share this valuable
networking information. For more information, check our the JVS website at www.jvskc.org and click on
Career Management Services.

YAHRZEITS

"The memory of the righteous shall be for a blessing"

SEPTEMBER 7
Max Barnett, Sr.
Samuel S. Brown
Joseph Cohen
Belle Cycleman
Max Feld
Mildred Gershon
Lillian Goldman
Jeffrey Milgram Klein
Lucille Blau Levy
Olive Potter
Rose B. Saizow
Max Skeer
Tillie Skeer
Elizabeth Stern Snur
Cecille Stern
Hermine Stern
Jean Strauss

SEPTEMBER 14
Helen E. Blond
Betty Brodkin
Evelyn Strauss Brown
Judee K. Epstein
Milton Feld
Selma Feld
Margaret Finkel
Judith Fleischer
James M. Helzberg, D.D.S.
Rosine H. Helzberg
Clarence A. Hirsch
Ruth Auerbach Hirsch
Irwin Holzmark
Kenneth Neil Kapleau
Meyer H. Kraft
Bernie Padorr
Minka Poleg
Celia Q. Rainen
Morris Rosenbaum
Rose Seligson
Mrs. Julius Stern
Anna C. Strauss

SEPTEMBER 21
Jim Barnett
Lottie Bergson
David Tim Blond
George A. Brick
Richard S. Gilbert
Christopher A. Glenn
Gloria S. Haldeman
Harris A. Herman
Fred Reisner
Anna S. Weinstein

SEPTEBMER 28
Howard Boasberg, Sr.
Richard Thomas Gilbert
Edward W. Hoffman
Ruth R. Hoffman
Anna Melcher
Stephanie Mnookin
Ida Pearl Russell
Hannah Sonin
Louis White
Mildred R. Wien
Gertrude B. Ziegler


